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All you wish to know about Roller Shutters and their 
many vital uses can be told by BRADY ’—the 
famous name throughout the world in Roller Shutter 
supplies. We invite you to write for either of our 
two fully informative booklets giving the many and 
varied applications of Brady Roller Shutters in either 


steel or wood. And rest assured that whatever the 


size or type of Roller Shutter required, the Brady A group of I7 Electrically operated Roller 
Shutters installed by Brady at the Store 
Garage of the T. Eaton Co. Limited. 


organisation can handle the job quickly and efficiently 


in any part of the world. 


G. BRADY & CO. LTD... 
ey, Telephone : COLlyhurst 2797 8 


LONDON © New Islingtoo Works, Park Royal, N.W./0 BIRMINGHAM | Rectory Park Road. Sheld 26 
CANADA: DAVID C. ORROCK & CO. (G. BRADY & CO. CANADA LTD.) 1405 BISHOP ST. MONTREAL 25, QUE 
G. BRADY & CO. 1) WEST 42nd STREET, NEW YORK 18, N.Y 


MANUFACTURERS OF BRADY HAND & POWER OPERATED LIFTS 


4 
BRADY 
0 fell you b ut ROLLER SHUTTERS 

4 

A RECENT INSTALLATIONIN TORONTO 


THE ARCHITECT and Building News, June 18, 1953 1 


S I look at that beautiful picture of my work, 


I'm proud. | heaves a sigh of satisfaction, my eyes fill up and 


| sez to myself, “ Elmer don’t have to worry, he’s a boy that’s got hisself 


a privy, a m-i-g-h-t-y, m-i-g-h-t-y, p-r-e-t-t-y p-r-i-v-y.” 


Lemuel Putt 


THE new Williams & Williams Roften Priviest 
would have delighted the heart of old Lemuel Putt. 
The new Roftens are pretty — you can have them 
in any colour; and they are mighty because they 
will last a very long time. 

There is a myriad of reasons why you should specify 
Roftens—here are just a few :— 

1. Roften toilet compartments are cheaper than brick and tiles: 
prefabrication makes them easy and quick to erect. 


2. They can be grouped in any number. 


3. They are made of high quality sheet steel which is rustproof, 
fire resistant and won't harbour germs. 


4. The doors are double skinned to prevent warping. 


5. They will stand up to climatic conditions in any part of the 
world. 


6. The clean straight lines are in keeping with modern trends 
in design. 


7. Roftens are supplied in finished colours to specification. 


If you are putting toilet: compartments into schools or 


hospitals, factories or offices we should be glad to tell you about 


the new Roften lavatory units. Please write or telephone. 


+ Lavatories or even toilet compartments if you wish Sir. 


* The Specialist by Charles Sale : Putnam, 42 Great Russell Street, 
London, W.C.2. 


The Pressed Metal Division of WILLIAMS & WHTEaP\ Ce Limited 


ROFTEN WORKS HOOTON CHESHIRE 


London Office Victoria Howse, Southampton flow, W.C.1. Telephone WOLborn 9861-6 
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THE ‘PREGUT’ SOLID TIMBER HOUSE 


The ‘PRECUT’ Solid Timber house has been produced to meet the 
\ | } acute world wide need for cheap, strong, durable houses, 


comfortable and attractive and available in large quantities. 


4 
i 
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The ‘ PRECUT ’ house is designed by 
FREDERICK CUBITT F.R.I.B.A. and follows the 


Scandinavian tradition of timber house building 


adapted to modern factory production. Exterior 
walls are of solid selected redwood 24” thick and 

the roof is of Rigidal Mansard Aluminium sheeting. 
Illustrations show a three bedroom bungalow, but the ‘ PRECUT ’ 
construction is equally adaptable for larger or smaller houses and 
bungalows of one or two storeys. The insulation value of the ‘ PRECUT ° 


house is about twice as good as that in houses having 11” cavity brick walls. 


The timber used is pressure impregnated with chemical salts to make it rot-proof, termite- 


IN: proof and fire-resistant. 


Completely modern in planning and detail, a charming appearance is one 
of the most attractive features of this house. A complete demonstra- 


tion house is on view in Chelsea Square, London, S.W. 3. 


British Aluminium 


THE BRITISH ALUMINIUM COMPANY LIMITED 
NORFOLK HOUSE ST JAMES’S SQUARE LONDON SW! 


All Enquiries relating to the ‘PRECUT’ House to R. NERDRUM Ltd., 20, Pall Mall, London, S.W.1  @ 138 898 


Sole Distributors U.K., British Commonwealth and Empire 
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BLUNDELL PAINTS 


PICTURE 
OF MODERN DECORATION 


‘Tic EMULSION 


mist 


Fee and 
wails, callings, woodwor* 


& Go Les. Upper 


Imagine the time and money saved by a surface 
treatment which needs no undercoat — is easier to apply than distemper — looks 
like flat enamel—dries in | to 2 hours... without brush marks . . . without after-smell — ts 
highly opaque — gives excellent coverage — for interior and exterior use and can be applied direct on 
to NEW PLASTER OR CEMENT, is washable, scrubbable — and stays on permanently. 
That's not idealistic . . . it's PAMMASTIC. 
The new plastic emulsion coating made by the makers of PAMMEL, BLUNKOTE 


and other high quality decorative and protective paints. 


BLUNDELL, SPENCE & CO. LTD. 


Makers of Paints since 1811 


9 UPPER THAMES STREET, LONDON, E.C.4 & HULL and at GLASGOW, LIVERPOOL, NEWCASTLE, WEST BROMWICH, 
BOMBAY & SYDNEY. Associated Company at VALPARAISO 
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Pick, Everard, Keay & Gimson, Leicester. 


Executive Architects. 


T. Shirley Worthington, F.R.1.B.A. of Thomas Worthington & Sons, Manchester. 
Consulting Architects. 


Siegwart. Beams were used throughout this 
construction for the Leicester University College. 
The design of this building incorporated Panel 
Heating and Sloping Roofs and Siegwart Con- 
struction was readily adapted to accommodate 


these requirements. 


GB 
Y ty, 


SIEGWART FLOOR COMPANY LIMITED 


GABLE HOUSE, 40 HIGH STREET, RICKMANSWORTH, HERTS. Telephone: Rickmansworth 2268. Branch Offices at Birmingham, Manchester and Glasgow. 
Works at Croxiey Green, Enderby near Leicester, and Paisley 


4 
oA 
4 
le 
ic 
T 
Gu WY U4 


THE ARCHITECT and Building News, June 18, 1953 


only 


venetian 
blinds 
you 
control 
ot heht 
and air 


Whether it is a home, school, hospital, office maximum wear with minimum maintenance : 
building, factory or hotel, every building specially processed, duratized Aluminium slats that 
deserves the modern method of light and air always keep their shape, never rust ; mar-proot 
control... Venetian blinds. No other window finish that never chips, cracks or peels ...amazing 
treatment gives such a neat, clean, modern look. new plastic tapes that wipe clean, won't shrink, 
Only Venetian blinds made with LUXAFLEX stretch, fade or fray. For to-day’s buildings 
slats and tapes keep their appearance . yeal specify the modern window covering with the 


after year. New LUXAFLEX materials give modern materials... LUXAFLEX slats and tapes. 


only 


Slats snap mght back 


UN aN slats and tapes Na 


give you all these advantages 


Weather and 
Write for additional information and the name and addre f a Venetian blind manufacturer won't harm slats 


tape 
usine Luxaflex slats and tape Hunter Douglas Holland's representative : 


SOAG MACHINE TOOLS LTD., JUXON STREET, LAMBETH, LONDON, RELIANCE 337 


: 
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or tapes wipe clean 
3, 3371, 3375, 175), 2513 


SWITCHBOARD 
COMPONENTS 


This latest equipment is readily adaptable to suit all 


requirements. 

The range includes floor mounted pedestals, various types 
of busbar chambers, and standard fitments for switch 
fuses 15 to 100 Amps rating and fused switches 100/500 
Amps rating. Instrument panels 
to take one or more instruments. 


Full details available on request. 


LOW TENSION 
IRONCLAD 
SWITCHGEAR 


TME GENERAL ELECTRIC CO. 


MAGNET HOUSE, 


KINGSWAY, LONDON, 


Here comes the finest low-price water boiler yet to be 
made specifically for the smaller cafes, canteens, snack 
bars, hotels, and boarding houses. Launched after 
exhaustive tests, the new Stott “MINOR” fully main- 
tains all the proud “Quality Built’ standards that have 
made Stott Water Boilers world-famous—it is quantity 
production alone that makes possible its remarkably low 
price. 


COPPER - £26-5-0. CHROME - £32-10-0. 


Continuous Output — 120 pints per hour. 
Intermittent Output—4 pints 


per minute. 


JAMES STOTT & CO., (ENGINEERS) LTD., Rose Mill, Drury Lane, Chadderton. : 


: 

: 

s Please send me your brochure describing the new STOTT MINOR Water ¢ 
Boiler. 

Name 

. 

Address 

: 

: 
: : 
JA3 
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» 


aluminium alloy 


TREAD PLATE 


A firm foothold—freedom from the risk of slips | Made from non-magnetic aluminium alloy, it 
and falls—is a fundamental of industrial safety. is easy to handle and fabricate, and is highly 


Adaptable and versatile, ‘ Kynal’ tread plate is __ resistant to corrosion. The pattern, pleasing 


finding increasing favour in engineering, trans- in appearance, ensures satisfactory drainage and 
port, building and marine applications and meets —_— provides maximum foot-comfort. 
the demands of a perfect non-skid surface. Literature will gladly be sent on request 


/ / 
/ j 
/ / 


IMPERIAL CHEMICAL INDUSTRIES LIMITED, LONDON, S.W.1 
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THE FAMOUS Alborough GARAGE 


AND OTHER PREFABRICATED CONCRETE BUILDINGS 


* ALBOROUGH * BUILDINGS EMBODY THESE CHARACTERISTICS :-— 
1. PERMANENCE because they are concrete. A GROUP OF ALBOROUGH GARAGES 
2. SKILLED MANUFACTURE AND ERECTION AT MINIMUM COST because 7 are pretabricated. 

3. THE CHARM OF THE TRADITIONAL TIMBER BUILDING WITH TEN TIMES THE LIFE—because 

they are ‘ALBOROUGH)’. 

The ‘ Alborough * method of prefabrication is based upon the tried and proved principle of post and panel # 
units which time has shown to be the best. As posts and panels are assembled dry and all joints are sealed 
with a pressure gun application of mastic, any slight movement of the building over a period of years will 
not damage or interfere in any way with che structure. 


AN ALBOROUGH BUILDING 


A.B.C.D. CONCRETE 
COAL BUNKERS 


‘Alborough’ prefabricated concrete units 
are specially moulded in such a way that 
‘Alborough’ Buildings, when treated with 
Alkali Resistant Chlorinated Rubber Paint, 
are equal in appearance to traditional 


The permanent answer to fuel timber construction 

storage problems. Availablein] THE ALBOROUGH COMPLETE ERECTION SERVICE 
single units and multiple units ‘ Alborough ' prefabricated concrete buildings and erection ensure a comprehensive service which also 
from 5 cwt. upwards. There garages are erected by the manufacturers them- includes the completion of all statutory obligations 
is a type to suit every site. | szives. Free plans and site survey and the use of under the Town & Country Planning Act and local 
skilled labour in the laying of foundations and By-laws. 


ASSOCIATED BUILDING CONSTRUCTION DEVELOPMENTS (RAYNES PARK) LTD., 
34/35 ALPHA ROAD, SURBITON, SURREY. Telephone: ELMBRIDGE 6591/2 


Registered Trade Mark 


“Leitex” 
TILES 
for 


Indoor & Outdoor 


Swimming 


Pools 


N° finish could be more hygienic, durable or clean-looking than tiles and 
scum channelling made by the Leeds Fireclay Company as supplied 
for the swimming pool illustrated. Tiles measuring from 6” x 6” to 24” x 12” 
are available in a wide range of pastel shades, and white. 
* We supply Tiling tor Swimming Pool Contracts throughcut the world. 
Please write for full details to : 


The LEEDS FIRECLAY €0. LTD 


WORTLEY, LEEDS 12. Phone : 3802! 
LONDON OFFICE; LEEDS HOUSE, CAVENDISH PLACE, W.1. Phone: LANgham 3511 


: Age | | 
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PLAN FOR PERMANENCE 


POINTS ABOUT PAINTS 


* TECHNICAL SERVICE. — specialities 


and technical assistance are available for painting 


is obviously a task which calls for careful 


judgment of the facts. And the facts show 


problems. 


oF for its enduring and economic qualities. 
* COLOUR RANGE. Cox’s Paints are made 


in a wide range of colours for all purposes. 


* SPECIFICATIONS. Suggested Painting 


Specification and samplé colour schemes are provided 


| 
| 
that more people are choosing Cox’s Paint 
7 Our representatives, our technical staff and 
: our laboratories at Derby are at your service 


with information about any of our 
on re quest. 


paint and finishes. 


COX BROS. & CO. (DERBY) LTD. Est. 1781 NORMANTON ROAD, DERBY 
eps TELEPHONE: DERBY 45484/5/6 P. B. Ex. 
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Conversion of 


Eaton Square Houses 
into 


Flats 


FOR 
COMONTE ESTATES LTD. 


Architects : 
RAGLAN SQUIRE, F.8.1.B.4., 


General Contractors: 


WOODROW 


Building & Civil Engineering Contractors 


10 PARK STREET, LONDON, W.1 
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“VITROLITE’ PLAN 
FOR A BREWERY 


4-4 + +-+--+ 


aw! 


+ 


+ 


There is a place for “ VITROLIETE” in all industrial available are: Pearl Grey, Primrose, Green, Green ‘ 
premises, and in this brewery it would be proper to Agate, ‘Turquoise, Eggshell, Cream, Ivory, Black and 
specify “ VITROLITE ”. It is suggested that the White. Part of the end wall could also contain a panel 
walls should be lined with “ VUTROLIUTE ” ashlars of “INSULIGHT” Hollow Glass Blocks, to give “ 
18"x12” in Greenand White. “VIET ROLIETE” colours well diffused light without sun glare and with privacy. 


rey > Consult the Technical Sales and Service Department at 
oe / | ( ) | | i J: St. Helens, Lanes., or Selzeyn House, Cleveland 
4 4 St. James's, London, S.W.1. Telephones: St. Helens 1001; 


Whitehall 5672-6 


“VITROLITE” is the registered trade mark of Pilkington Brothers Limited. “INSULIGHT™ ts the British 


revistered trade mark of Pilkington Brothers Limited. Supplies are available through the usual trade channels 


PILKINGTON BROTHERS LIMITED 


ST HELENS LANCS. 
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Railings round an office block. Balustrades to 
grace a staircase. Gates to dignify a forecourt. 


BAYLISS, JONES & BAYLISS LIMITED 


HEAD OFFICE: VICTORIA WORKS WOLVERHAMPTON TELEPHONI WOLVERHAMPTON 20441 


LONDON OFFICE: 139, CANNON STREET, E.C.4 TELEPHONE MANSION HOUSE 8524 
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SURFACE WATER DRAINAGE 
4° “DUCTUBE” 
Perth, W. Australia 


? 


SURFACE WATER DRAINAGE 
6° “DUCTUBE”’ 
St. John’s Hill, Shaftesbury, Dorset 


POST-TENSIONED CABLE DUCTS | = 
Rotherham, Yorks. 


AND 


“Ductube” Pneumatic Tubing, the most 
economical method of forming ducts in 
concrete, is now available in the follow- 


TELEPHONE CABLE DUCTS 3 
3” “DUCTUBE” 
Sickla Bridge, Stockholm, Sweden 


POST-TENSIONED CABLE DUCTS ing diameters:—}", 1", 14", 2’, 
Blackwater, Hampshire 24 3 3} 4 5 6 7 9” and 12 
” 
and CONTI-DUCT from 12” to 48° 
ERTAIN AMETERS DU 


ARE NO W AVAILABLE MIRE 
A free brochure AY will be sent on request. 


at 

| : 

| - DUCTUBE Company Limited : 
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The latest advance 


Hew, bat not experimental 
Paramount Dry Partition meets the need for strong and permanent 

Tt represents a logical development im plaster board technique, 
@ new way. 


Construction 

‘The Partition comprises two ‘Paramount’ Plaster Wallboards separated by © 
square cells. This form of constructicn gives extraordinary strength 

of site-labcur and is therefore economical. 


Fire Resistance 
Being constructed of Gypsum materials, the Partition is sth 
flame penetration and spread. It is classified as Grade bow) 


— 
pe 
— 
~— 
an 
qt 4 - 
¥ © 
" 
q’ 
- 
a 
a 
- 
f 


Dry Technique 


ount 


cut 


Dr 


be 


Part 


y Pa 


to 


utilised 


itjons 


U 


THE ARCHITECT and Building News, Fune 18, 1953 


sy to handle, Erection is cxtremely simple and the Partition 


have the same qualities as the complete units and can, 


low immediately without further preparation. Junctions with 
pie to carry out and doors, windows, serving hatches, etc., 


are accommodated inside the partition, 


and 2)",--using and facing boards respectively. 
Other lengths from 6'0” to 12’ 0” are supplied te order 


fully illustrated Brochure showing methods of construction. 
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Finlock forms the eaves and gutters (says Mr. Fin) | saves 


... and saves £15 per house (says Mr. Lock) \yoxy.y °° 


THE 
Vhat's why more and more local authorities are using FINLOCK— the 


modern yutteriag system. 


Pre-east conerete sections provide a simply 
/ designed, easy to use permanent gutter, On the illustration z 
AN! CAPILLARY vE » 
¢ shows the trough in whieh lintels can be east in situ, if required. “b watt-+ gS | 
shows the large sectioned gutter channel whieh permits laying without 


fall, indieates the jointing grooves. 

Phe unique K service ensures that 
a skilled foreman is always available to nigel I’ 


give expert advice and assistance full 


details sent on request 


standard binlock G type block. 


Many other types available. P Kegd. Pat, GUTTERS LIMITED 
20 ST. JOHN'S, ROAD, TUNBRIDGE WELLS, KENT. Telephone: Tunbridge Wells 20396 7 8 


Seren works for speedy deliveries to any part of Gt. Briain, CREWKERNE SOMERSET, LEEDS YORKSHIRE. EDINBURGH SCOTLAND 
CUMBRAN STH. WALES, SOUTHAM WARWICKSHIRE, TUNBRIDGE WELLS KENT. BELFAST NORTHERN IRELAND 


Mlustration shows a 


Ht 


RED HEART & WHITE HEART 


LOCKED-STITCH SOLID 
BRAIDED COTTON & 


BRITISH MADE FROM THE WORLD'S BEST COTTON-—LASTS A LIFETIME 


Send for sample and particulars 


A DOME 


in 
GLASCRE I E 
Reinforced Concrete and Gla § 
at 
The Royal Sailors Home 
Club 
rORTSMOUTH 


2 


\rcl A. | COGSWELL & SONS 
conjunctiot Wit! 


DAVID E. NYE & PARTNERS 


Queen Victoria St, LONDON 


Data, applications and possibilities of Glascrete 


are given in our interesting Brochure P 39, 


which we shall be pleased to send on request Telephone: CENtral 5866 (5 lines 


~ 


: | PLATE 
| 
the wave in which FINLOCK 
Reg.Né. 555248 
SASH CORD Ex 
- ) G. E. MEWIS, LTD., Midland Ropery, BIRMINGHAM 3. 
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PLANNING 


N spite of productivity teams, a building industry 
working-party, the report of the Simon Committee 
and the joint statement of the R.I.B.A. and the 
N.F.B.T.E., entitled “‘ The building Owner and 
Planning in Advance,” the need for increasing build- 
ing productivity and reducing the cost of building 
is as great as ever. This fact alone points emphatically 
to the depth and chronic quality of a malaise which, 
in the post-war years, has been so evident. 
Both sides of the industry, professional and trade, 
seem to agree that the raising 


greatest factor for 


output and decreasing costs is forward planning of 


building operations. If this is the case, then why is 
there no combined attack to implement the apparent 
agreement ? An unbiased reviewer might well 
conclude that one reason is that too much has been 
said and written and too little accomplished in the 
practical fields of office, workshop, distribution and 
site. To mend this there is only one way for the 
industry and that is signposted—‘ co-ordinated 
co-operation,” 

It is useless for the architect and the surveyor to 
blame, on the one hand, the promoter of schemes for 
wanting things finished in too great a hurry or 
changing his mind too often during the course of the 
realization of the project; it is equally unhelpful 
for the builders to stress these very same points 
when the Reports we have recalled at the head of this 
article suggest ways for greater efficiency which have 
not yet been adopted. For the employer and the 
employees to suggest that each is at fault and feather- 
ing their own nests is the reverse of co-operation ; 
the economic alternatives of full employment as 
opposed to a modicum of unemployment can be 
academic red herrings to cover sins of omission and 
error. 

Any general tendency for all and sundry to throw 
the ball into the court of Government and to blame 
the licensing system, town and country planning, 
industrial development certificates, priorities and 


BUILDING 


OPERATIONS 


controls is merely an attempt to aver that Govern- 
ment departments and local authorities do not always 
want to see development and progress, and this by 
the people who put and keep them in power and 
authority 1s unseemly, to say the least of such an 
all-too common attitude. The “ Notes for the 
Guidance of Applicants for Building Licences,” 
issued officially, make it quite clear that facilities 
are available for ascertaining the state of licence 
probability in any given district at the very early 
stages of any given project. The manner and means 
of an initial approach can often open up possibilities 
for certainty of action. 

Adequate planning at all stages of a building 
scheme, from the moment of instruction to the final 
certificate is the key for advance and for economic 
efficiency. This includes everything that can be 
envisaged under the heading, so often used (but 
capable of much misuse, mainly by reason of muddled 
and illogical syntax) of “ pre-planning.” 

Preparation for the carrying out of any building 
job is essentially a part of that job and, like the job 
itself, it naturally requires the expenditure of a good 
deal of thought and labour which, in turn, implies 
the need for time in which to operate. Improved 
supplies of materials and the widening of priorities 
will enable pre-planning to operate more effectively 
and the industry should understand the method 
and be prepared to use it. 

All this, it will be said, is obvious and has been 
said before. Just so! And judging by the non- 
receptivity of the building industry it will have to be 
said many times again before some future national 
slump brings us face to face with the need to consider 
it for the sake of mere survival. It has, indeed, 
just been said again by the Quantity Surveyors’ 
Committee of the R.I.C.S., in a memorandum 
recently published. It is a brief but clear document 
of only four pages and we would suggest that to 
circulate it widely, in company with the joint state- 
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ment of the R.I.B.A. and the N.F.B.T-.E. (mentioned 
above) would do much to jerk the industry into 
greater co-ordination. 

We make no apologies for quoting some summary 
points of the Surveyors’ memorandum : 


Reasons for Pre-planning 

(1) To avoid delay in the completion of contracts. 

(2) To promote proper competitive tendering. 

(3) To avoid waste of manpower and materials. 

(4) To enable unnecessary variations and so obviate unpro- 
ductive quantity surveying services and the payment of 
additional fees. 

Removal of Obstacles (to pre-planning) 

(1) Licensing : 

(a) Early application for preliminary advice on whether a 
licence will be granted. 


EVENTS AND COMMENTS 
GLYNDEBOURNE, 1953 

The praises of Glyndebourne have been sung at this 
time every year since the Opera festival was started. So 
much so that everyone, whether they have been there or 
not, is familiar with its main features; Sussex countryside 
at its most beautiful, wonderful gardens and opera of the 
highest quality. This year, although a shadow has been 
cast over the whole festival by the death of Mrs. Christie, 
there are two points of particular interest. The first is 
that the opera house has been enlarged. It now seats a 
third more than it did originally, and the stage has been 
widened and provided with more spacious scenery storage. 
Mr. John Christie is, if one can say so without committing 
a breach of the code of professional practice, his own 
architect, and a very good job he does. I was, however, 
interested to see that Mr. Hope Bagenal had been con- 
sulted on the acoustics, although past experience of work- 
ing had also been taken into account. The new scenery 
tower, or whatever it is called technically, is clad externally 
with shingles and looks very well. This material has been 
used extensively elsewhere. The second point of interest 
is that the sets for Gluck’s Alceste have been designed by 
Sir Hugh Casson. They are extremely good and par- 
ticular praise is due to the constructors and painters for 
so accurately obtaining the feeling of Sir Hugh’s own 
brand of presentation in the finished scenery. The great 
grey-green walls of his palace and temple have an Inca-like 
solidity although they are nothing but ordinary flats of 
canvas and three-by-two framing. The use of a basic 
layout of shallow steps common to all scenes has helped 
to provide some dramatically quick scene changes, which, 
combined with excellent lighting, provide a background 
to Gluck’s lovely music, which is not likely to be forgotten. 
Casson’s first venture in stage décor has shown him to 
have a sure grasp of the subject as, indeed, one might 
expect with his family background. A trip to Glynde- 
bourne is, for reasons which you will readily appreciate 
if you have ever been there, a rich man’s evening, but it 
is money well spent. 
SUSSEX AND TONGA 

While still in Sussex let me commend the Coronation 
decorations in Alfriston and in particular those of Mr. 
Wilde’s shop, which is also the Post Office. Here is an 
elegant Georgian house and shop front bearing a huge 
ornamental crown backed by swags of green foliage, 
window boxes and curtain-drapped windows. This is the 
best private decoration that I have seen anywhere. Motor- 
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(b) Period between approval in principle of application 
and granting of licence to be long enough to allow 
ample time for preparation of full working drawings 
and the bilis of quantities. 
After repeated refusal of a licence, a subsequent 
approval should not be conditional on an immediate 
start being made to the work, but should allow 
sufficient time for preparation. 
(d) Licences should be granted in full and not in parts. 
(2) Ministerial Cost Control : 
For local authority flats some method of control other 
than by fixing a ceiling price and “‘ abnormals ”’ should be 
found in order to avoid reduction estimates. 
(3) Early Approval of Sites : 
Private building owners, like authorities, should be 
encouraged and enabled to obtain town planning approval 
for their proposals at an early stage, so that planning of 
the building operations can proceed immediately on the 
promise of a licence being given. 


(c 


ing to Brighton by devious ways on the morning after the 
opera I noticed small groups of people waiting at cross- 
roads and bus stops. After passing three or four I asked 
the reason and was told that the Queen of Tonga was 
expected. Sure enough, in a few minutes a motor cycle 
policeman and a large car appeared bearing Her Gracious 
Majesty smiling and waving as ever. 

By great good fortune, for the place is at present closed 
to the public, we were shown over the Royal Pavilion at 
Brighton by the Curator, Mr. Clifford Musgrave. I have 
to admit that I had never been there before but I am not 
going to give a long description of this strange and beauti- 
ful building here but would urge you to go and see it for 
yourselves. However, do not go until August, for an 
important international conference on commercial aviation 
will shortly open there. It is not so long since the 
Royal Pavilion was the subject of music hall jokes; indeed, 
it has, ever since it was given its present oriental appear- 
ance, been the butt of wits. It is now appreciated as a 
piece of wonderfully imaginative architecture. Unfortu- 
nately, many of the inhabitants of Brighton do not appre- 
ciate their good fortune in having such a masterpiece of 
Regency extravagance in their town and would use it much 
as a pier pavilion. Indeed, it is still something of a joke 
in the town for since I was there a local students’ paper 
has jokingly offered the building for sale and received a 
bid from an American. 


THE BRITISH ARCHITECTS’ CONFERENCE 

This was my first conference so that I cannot compare 
it with Edinburgh, Dublin, or any other past occasion. 
The weather could hardly have been worse, which was 
exceedingly bad luck, especially for the very hard working 
organizers. The choice of setting was in my view entirely 
justified, although some people may not have thought so 
as they looked from their windows on the Leas at Folke- 
stone and could not see the sea on either day. 

At this conference for the first time the papers were 
circulated in advance. The intention being to give more 
time for discussion. With the notable exception of 
Mr. F. R. S. Yorke on the second day all the speakers in 
introducing their papers gave secondary ones. This can 
hardly have been the intention of the organizers. If the 
discussions on both days were not as long or as lively as 
we would have hoped they at least produced some good 
points. The discussion on the second day was closed to 


the Press but a report, published on it by the R.LB.A., 
the names of speakers being withheld, is given on the 
next page. 


ABNER 


: 
is 
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BRITISH 


ARCHITECTS’ 


CONFERENCE 


Report of the Discussion on fFune 12 


HE first speaker said that in spite of the claims of the 
Conference papers, sweet reasonableness did not 
prevail in all parts of the country between official and private 
architects. If the Conference helped to bring greater 
harmony into their relationship it would be very valuable. 
Some conflict resulted from the different methods of re- 
muneration, many junior official architects not appreciating 
the extent of the private architect’s overheads. If a way 
could be found of giving the private architect some degree 
of security and continuity of work it would assist him to 
organize his office and plan his work economically and would 
get him closer to his official brother architect. 

With regard to Mr. Yorke’s paper, the real problem to-day 
was how to be a private architect at all. It was almost im- 
possible for a young man to start in private practice to-day 
without considerable capital. 

Regarding new techniques of building, the architect ought 
to be in a position to design components before they came 
out of the factory; otherwise he would simply have to put 
up with them when they came out. 

The next speaker referred to salaries and costs. Many local 
authority salaries were too low. At the same time he would 
like more data on office costs particularly in new develop- 
ment work. For example had the Ministry of Education any 
idea of office costs in building schools like that at 
Wokingham? 

One point that had not been much touched on in the 
papers was the architect/client, or architect/child relation- 
ship. It was a great problem to get behind the schedule of 
requirements and understand the educational life for which 
architects were designing the physical framework. Here the 
official architect had the advantage over the private, and it 
would be interesting to know what machinery they had for 
keeping their ears to the ground. 

One speaker, in referring to Mr. Yorke’s paper, suggested 
that a system similar to that employed by a barrister might 
be introduced among architects. Instead of having a large 
number of juniors on his staff a barrister farmed out work 
to juniors employed in other offices, it being understood that 
they might do this work in their office time 

The point that the primary function of the architect was 
to be a designer was stressed by the next speaker. The dis- 
advantage of large official staffs was that the official architect 
himself could not be the designer of much of the work for 
which he was finally responsible. Unless local government 
authorities could be brought to give adequate remuneration 
to a sufficient number of architects in their departments, the 
only chance of getting a high standard of work would be by 
some co-operative system that would make possible the 
employment of men who could give their whole time and 
attention to the technical processes of architecture. The 
group system of working could be further extended in this 
way. 

On Mr. Yorke’s suggestion of the architectural company, 
one member wondered if he were pulling members’ legs. 
This member said he disliked the idea intensely. The private 
architect should guard his freedom and individuality even 
if it meant weathering financial storms. God forbid that they 
should ever become directors of plan-producing companies. 

Qn the other hand, the next member to speak thought the 
question of limited liability companies should not be 
regarded as in itself indecent but should be considered 
dispassionately. During the last fifty years there had been 
many developments in techniques but no change whatever in 
the ordinary partnership agreement or the code of practice. 
The time had come to devote some attention to these things. 
This speaker gave some figures illustrating the financial 
disabilities of the architect as compared with a business firm. 
Thus a business firm that made £20,000 gross profit in a 
year might allocate £10,000 to payment of dividends and the 
remainder to building up reserves. On these reserves tax 
would be paid of approximately 10s in the pound. The net 
addition to working capital was thus £5,000. The ordinary 
architectural partnership would have the whole of the 


£20,000 treated as profits so that only £500 would be left 
available to plough back into the business. He did not 
suggest that the profession or the Institute should be mainly 
worried about the financial aspect, but they should be 
worried about stability and methods of working and con- 
tinuity, and if through prejudice they were limiting their 
opportunities of putting money into reserves for office im- 
provements or for a rainy day then they were being very 
stupid. 

The question was then asked why the Ministry of Educa- 
tion should pride themselves on the reduction of school 
building costs, when all they had in fact done was to build 
smaller buildings. If these smaller buildings were now con- 
sidered adequate, obviously the former ones had been too 
big, and this being so, why had it taken the Ministry from 
1944 to 1951 to discover it? 

Another speaker suggested that Mr. Loweth’s form of 
service agreement might tend to diminish the architect's 
responsibility for engineering services, and another one 
wanted to know if the Ministry approved the R.I.B.A. fair 
tender requirements. 

It was not felt by one member that the conditions of 
harmony between public and private architects which had 
been described from the platform were typical in the minor 
counties. There was antagonism and this had unfortunately 
crept into the R.I.B.A. Council elections. If the Conference 
decided that the employment of private architects was the 
right policy then this should be made known widely as the 
feeling of the R.I.B.A. The same speaker deplored the waste 
that was caused when controlling Government Departments 
changed their minds after work had been started. 

An official architect member then declared that everyone 
wanted unity in the profession. He and his fellows were all 
architects first and officials second. No one in his right 
senses would say there was no need for private practice. But 
in his opinion these papers were two or three years too late 
because schools now represented a falling market, and pri- 
vate architects should not look too much for their future 
there. There was, however, enough other work to keep the 
building industry working overtime for the rest of their lives. 

On the general subjects discussed in the papers it must be 
remembered that the finance committee of a local authority 
were the most mercenary and hard-hearted body in the 
world. A county architect had to bear in mind that his 
finance committee were not interested in the future of private 
architects nor of architecture but in pounds, shillings and 
pence. And work could be done cheaper in a large public 
office than by private architects; that was the only justifica- 
tion for the official architect. He thought that when private 
architects were used by the county architect there must be 
a large staff employed on co-ordinating the work of these 
private architects, and it could not therefore be the most 
economical way of tackling the job. Finally on the question 
of architects forming or joining limited liability companies, 
this speaker reminded listeners of the story of Red Riding 
Hood. 

Two disadvantages of Mr. Loweth’s system were then 
suggested; he had seemed to indicate that the sketch design 
should be provided by his Department and that they also 
wrote the specification. These ought always to be the indi- 
vidual architect’s responsibility. 

Another speaker felt that a lot of rubbish was talked about 
art and architecture. We might like being architects but 
we were in architecture primarily to obtain a livelihood. 
We worked in a commercial world and we had our hands 
tied by a feudal code of professional practice. Our counter- 
parts in the commercial world thought we were “ plumb 
crazy” for working as we do for what we got. We had 
only to look at the bar and at surgery to see that money- 
making was not incompatible with professional dignity. He 
thought a question to be asked was whether the R.I.B.A. 
was organized to give the best possible help to its members 
in earning their living. 

A member with experience of America spoke of the high 
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standing of the large engineering-architectural corporations 
there. They were highly respected and had been respon- 
sible for raising American factory construction and design 
to its high present-day level. They had the necessary 
resources for the collection of data, investigation and re- 
search, without which technical advance was impossible. 
They were in a largely parallel position to the official archi- 
tects of this country. He also said that the law in some 


_ American states made it compulsory for the architectural 


members of a company to be named. 

One member felt that effects to-day were being achieved 
by means of colours which in a short time would need 
a good deal of maintenance instead of with materials which 
would mellow with time. There was a tendency to claim 
that the substitute was better than the original. If it had 
not been for the war would we have gone along the lines we 
are following to-day? He thought we were encouraging a 
general lowering of building craftsmanship. 

The hope was expressed by a member that we might in 
due course find ourselves with a unified system of adminis- 
tration of public authority building. The R.I.B.A. should 
begin thinking about such a system and getting it adopted 
by government and local authorities. ‘The purpose of such 
a system must be the maintenance of the profession as a 
free designing and technical body, and to that end there 
must be full‘and complete responsibility for as many indi- 
vidual practitioners as possible. It was a weakne.s of the 
team system of working that human beings working ‘together 
tended to lean on each other. 

The idea of the company organization occupied the next 
speaker. He thought we needed to know more about the 
legal implications and to be told exactly what were the 
pros and cons of it. 

Mr. Aslin, Mr. Loweth and Mr. Johnson-Marshall then 
summed up. On the question of temporary staff, Mr. Aslin 
said that it his opinion there should not be any. On the 
question of office costs, if an official office could not run its 
own costing system it was badly run. The idea that non- 
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traditional building had high maintenance costs was a fallacy. 
To ask where we should be going but for the war was to look 
back to the Middle Ages and ask where should we be had 
it not been for the Black Death. Everything had grown 
out of the conditions in which we found ourselves, and he 
believed the present trend would continue indefinitely. 

Mr. Loweth said he was surprised to hear it said that the 
R.I.B.A. was too late in considering the question of the 
employment of private architects, since the member who 
complained of this had himself been on the Council in 
1947/48 and could have raised it then. He also challenged 
the same member to prove that the cost of employing a 
private architect was higher than that of using the official 
architect’s office. He had given sketch plans to private 
architects only when it was first decided to use private 
architects, and the sketch plans had already been done in 
the office; they were naturally handed over. It was true 
that the quantity surveyor wrote the specification but the 
whole of the information for it was given him by the archi- 
tect. As to the cost of making alterations when the Ministry 
changed its mind about building regulations, he felt they 
should give official architects notice when they were going 
to do this, and if plans had to be scrapped the cost should 
be borne by the Government and not the ratepayer. 

Mr. Johnson-Marshall corrected Mr. Loweth on this point. 
No regulation had ever been changed on an existing pro- 
gramme, he said. On the question of local authorities’ 
interest in architecture, this would grow with knowledge; 
it was the architect’s job to see that it went on growing. 
The matter of competitive tenders was one for local authori- 
ties themselves to deal with; the Ministry was not out to 
give a ruling on every detail. On the statement that school 
buildings were smaller to-day, he said that the cut had 
not been in teaching space, which in fact was greater; the 
saving was in what had hitherto been waste space. The 
question of the relation between the private and official 
architect represented a really serious job to be done; it 
was the key problem of our time. 


NEWS OF 
THE WEEK 


“News Chronicle” 
Houses Exhibition 


On Monday last, the President of 
the R.I.B.A. opened at the Building 
Centre, an exhibition of drawings and 
models of ten one- and two-storey 
houses designed by Judith Ledeboer, 
Herbert Morel, Brian Peake, John and 
Kaethe Morton, John F. Bruckland, 
John Grey, Brian Smith, Henry Brad- 
dock, Andrew Jackson and G. Grenfell 
Baines. The one-storey house by the 
first named will be built for a News 
Chronicle reader who has won the 
house as a prize. The exhibition is 
extremely well arranged. 


The Plasties Exhibition 

In a broadcast talk somebody—was it 
Mr. Merriam ?—once invited _ his 
hearers to imagine that there were no 
plastics, pointing out that they would 
have no buttons on their clothes, prob- 
ably no teeth, no frames to their spec- 
tacles, possibly no belt or braces, and so 
on. In the same way, remove all plas- 
tics from the post-war house and 
what ? No switches, no insulation for 
the wiring, no telephone, no seat for 
the w.c., half the spoons and cups gone 


from the kitchen, no door handles, no 
taps on the cooker; this by no means 
exhausts the list of articles commonly 
made of plastics, for, although no 
special emphasis was laid on the build- 
ing side of the industry there were a 
number of interesting developments on 
show. Corrugated plastic sheeting, 
transparent or translucent, has been 
on the market for some time, and two 
new examples were shown, both in 
polyester resins reinforced with glass 
fibre, the same materials being used for 
a sectional water tank, the panels of 
which are normally made of pressed 
steel. The rest of the building materials 
consisted of relatively well-known pro- 
ducts such as table top sheeting and 
wall panelling. 

After the confusion of some of our 
own building exhibitions it was a relief 
to find that the various manufacturers 
had been grouped, the producers of the 
basic materials in the gallery and the 
products and_= actual production 
machinery on the ground floor. It was 
also interesting to see the machines 
turning out work such as combs, but- 
tons and other products, particularly 
as many of the general public have no 
idea how these things are made. 

Stand design was, on the whole, excel- 
lent, the worst that one can say is that 
some of them were rather uninspired 
compared with the products shown. 
Congratulations to our contemporary 
British Plastics for having arranged an 
informative and well-organized show. 


COMING EVENTS 


Royal Institute of British Architects 

June 22 at 6 p.m. Annual General 
Meeting of the Library Group, at 66, 
Portland Place, W.1. 

June 23 at 6 p.m. Lecture on 
“Sullivan and the Skyscraper,” by 
Professor Henry Russell Hitchcock 
(Honorary Corresponding Member) at 
66 Portland Place, W.1. 


June 24 at 2 p.m. Presentation of 
the Housing Medal Awards for i953, 
by The Right Hon. Harold Macmillan, 
M.P., Minister of Housing and Local 
Government, at 66, Portland Place, 
W.1. 


Portsmouth Municipal College 

June 23 to 27. “Building To-day” 
Exhibition to be held in the New Ex- 
tension of the College, Anglesea Road, 
Portsmouth. 
Town and Country Planning 

Association 

June 24. One-day tour from London 
to Welwyn Garden City, Hatfield and 
Harlow. Particulars from The Plan- 
nings Centre, 28, King Street, Covent 
Garden, W.C.2. 
Town Planning Institute 

June 25 at 6 p.m. Annual General 
Meeting, at The Livingstone Hall, 
Broadway, Westminster, S.W.1. 
British Wood Preserving Association 

June 24-26. 1953 Convention; 
Trinity College, Cambridge. 
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BIRTHDAY HONOURS : Among those whose names appeared in last week's list were (L—R) :—Mr. Alfred Bossom, M.-P. 
F.R.1.B.A. (Baronet) ; Sir Charles Mole, M.V.O., O.B.E., F.R.I.B.A., (K.B.E.) ; Mr. Michael Waterhouse, M.C., P.P.R.I.B.A., (C.B.E.) ; 
Mr. Maxwell Fry, F.R.1.B.A., (C.B.E.), and Mr. G. H. A. Hughes, F.R.I.C.S., F..A., Director, L.M.B.A., (0.B.E.). 


Survey of Incentive 
Schemes 

Findings are now issued of a Minis- 
try of Works enquiry into incentive and 
bonus payment schemes in the building 
and civil engineering industries, con- 
ducted in June, 1952. Questionnaires 
were sent to sites in England, Wales 
and Scotland where new work over 
£1,000 in value, and maintenance and 
repair costing over £2,000, were being 
carried out. Contractors were asked 
how many of their operatives were paid 
under an incentive system of bonus 
payments related to output. Returns 
were received from 26,000 sites, cover- 
ing 305,000 men. 

In England and Wales, 


where 


national agreements permitting the 
operation of incentive schemes have 
been in force since November, 1947, 


29°, of the sites which made returns 
had incentive schemes based on out- 
put. The proportion of men covered 
by incentive schemes out of the total 
employed on the sites in the return 
amounted to 41 There was there- 
fore no significant change as compared 
with 1951, when the comparable pro- 
portions were 28°, and 4] respec- 
tively 

In Scotland where a similar national 
agreement did not come into force until 
March, 1950, 21 of the sites in the 
return had incentive schemes, and 28 
of the men covered by the survey 
worked under some system of bonus 
payments. These percentages com- 
pare with 11°, and 12", respectively 
in 1951. 

On the sites in the return with in- 
centive schemes in England and Wales 
81 of the men employed were in- 
cluded in the schemes, and in Scotland 
57 

The operation of incentive schemes 
was more widespread on sites where 
the work amounted to over £50,000 in 
contract value: in England and Wales 
61 of these sites for which returns 
were made had incentive schemes, and 
in Scotland 52°%.,. 

Incentive schemes were found on a 
wide variety of types of work. Some 
of the proportions on the sites for 
which returns were made were: — 

Civil Engineering and Power Sta- 
tions. In England and Wales this type 
of work had the greatest proportion, 


45°, and 44°, respectively. In Scot- 
land, also, these projects had a high 
proportion—20 and 22°,  respec- 
tively 

Schools provided the most frequently 
bonused work in general building in 
England and Wales—30',; in Scotland 
21 

New Housing. In England and 
Wales 29 had schemes. One-tenth 
of the housing sites were contracts for 
£50,000 or over and employed two- 
fifths of the total labour force employed 
on housing within the return; 73°", of 
these sites had incentive schemes. Of 
those under £10,000 in value, only 18°, 
had incentive schemes. 

In Scotland 25'%, of all the sites had 
schemes. On sites of over £50,000 
the proportion was 64%,, and 


Cc O R R E S P 


To the Editor of A. & B. N. 
R.LB.A. Conference 

Sir,—May I heartily congratulate 
you, sir, on the Conference issue of 
your Journal, which is, I am sure, and 
which everyone who has read it will 

agree, an outstanding achievement. 
With regard to the printed Papers of 
the Lecturers, I would like to draw 


attention, if I may, to two small 
points :— 
(a) Mr. Johnson-Marshall, in his 


Paper, gives the annuai estimated 
cost of the Educational Building 
Programme at FORTY MIL- 
LION POUNDS, whereas, his 
colleague, Mr. Aslin, gives the 
figure at FIFTY-THREE MIL- 
LION POUNDS. 

One may say .. . “ What’s a differ- 
ence of a mere thirteen’ millions 
amongst friends...” Whilst others 
may say that for Senior Officials such 
as these to disclose such a disregard for 
financial accuracy is truly frightening 
to the hard-pressed ratepayer who is 
compelled to “ foot the bill” every time. 

b) In Mr. Aslin’s Paper, under the 

heading of “The beginning of 
Official Architects,” one reads, 
“the long line of Architects, 
known and unknown, since the 


under £10,000 the proportion was 11°. 

Maintenance. In England and 
Wales 22"., of sites where maintenance 
and repair work costing over £2,000 
was carried out had incentive schemes; 
the comparable figure for Scotland was 
13%. 

The average number of main con- 
tractors’ men employed on the sites in 
England and Wales was 11, and on 
sites with incentive schemes the aver- 
age was 20. In Scotland the compar- 
able figures were 14 and 34. It should 
be noted, however, that in the figures 
for England and Wales only the main 
contractors’ labour is included, whereas 
in Scotland, where work is carried out 
under several separate contractors, the 
return covers a greater proportion of 
the site labour. 


N DEN C E 


days of Egypt, Greece and 
through the Roman Empire 
etc., etc. 


Which statement rather amazes me, as 
it discloses that this architect, who in 
addition to his shortcomings as shown 
above, possesses another, and that is in 
Architectural History. 

I would, in consequence, inform him 
that ALL architects in these eras are 
unknown for the simple reason THAT 
THERE WERE NONE, and that if he 
were to study his history again, he 
would learn that it was not until the 
Italian Renaissance in the early fif- 
teenth century that architects were “ in- 
vented.” And it was not tll then that 
one man was responsible for the design 
of the complete building and its erec- 
tion in all trades. 

Prior to that the work was carried 
out by groups of Craftsmen. In con- 
clusion I would quote Sir Winston 
Churchill: “. .. it’s only by a com- 
plete knowledge of the past that one 
can value the present and decide for the 


C. S. F. Witts, 

Member of the K.C.C., 

Ald. Margate B. Council. 
(Correspondence continued overleaf) 
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NORTHERN REGION : Peterlee Development Corpora- 


tion, Thorntree Gill Estate. Architect: Wilfred J. 
Chief Architect to the Corporation. 


Scott, F.R.I.B.A. 


EAST AND WEST RIDING: Wetherby R.D.C., 
North Rigton. Architect : William A. Jones, F.R.I.B.A. 


CORRES PONDE 


Architeets Off the Drawing 
Board 
To the Editor of A. & B.N. 


Sir.—Some few weeks ago you 
drew attention to the fact that Archi- 
tects very seldom serve as Members 
of Public Authorities, and subsequent 
correspondents confirm this. I have 
spent nearly 40 years as an Official 
Architect, serving two Home Counties, 
and the number of Architect Members 
of these Authorities could almost be 
counted on the fingers of one hand. 

I wonder why this is so. The 
usual excuse is that, as the profession 
of architecture is such a personal one, 
time cannot be spared for service on 
Local Authorities. This, of course, is 
utterly wrong, as the medical profes- 


sion (which is even more personal 
than that of architecture) has many of 
its members giving up their time to 
serve on County and_ Borough 
Councils, etc., and there are also many 
Solicitors and Accountants who take 
an active part in local affairs. 

It seems to me that Architects fall 
far behind these other professions, 
which is especially lamentable as their 
assistance is often very much needed 
by the Official Architects when ex- 
plaining their schemes and estimates 


to the laymen Members of Local’ 


Councils. Architect Members could 
also be of assistance in advising those 
Authorities who do not employ Archi- 
tects for architectural work to change 
their policy in this respect, and em- 
ploy either official Architects or panels 
of private Architects (or both). 

I expect to retire, in a matter of 


Helmsley R.D.C., Elmslac Road, Helmsley. Architects : 
Messrs. Needham,’ Thorp and White, F.F./A.R.I.B.A. 


NC E 


months, from my position as an 
Official Architect, and I have already 
been invited to put up at forthcoming 
elections for Membership of the 
County Council, which I intend to do. 
I have served for many years on a 
Parish Council, on a Board of School 
Managers and on the Councils of 
various County Societies. I feel that 
all such public service by Architects 
helps to educate the public on the 
appreciation of good architecture and 
the practice of the profession. 

I feel, Mr. Editor, that you are per- 
forming a most excellent service in 
drawing attention to this very impor- 
tant matter. 


‘I am, etc., 
S. H. Lowetu, 
Kent County Architect, 
Maidstone. 


' 
f 
_____, | De | 
‘ 
‘ 
| 
| 
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HOUSING 
MEDAL 
AWARDS 


The Longhorn Beetle 
To the Editor of A. & B. N. 

Sir,—We have read the article by 
Messrs. Davies and Canovan on the 
subject of the House Longhorn Beetle 
attack on house timbers in Surrey. 

We would take this opportunity of 
congratulating the authors for this ex- 
cellent paper but we cannot ignore 
certain remarks concerned with the 
subject of brush treatment of timber 
with spirit soluble preservatives, such 
as metallic naphthenates. 

We specially refer to this type of 
preservative since we have had wide 
scale experience of its use extending 
over twenty years. 

Many thousands of gallons of 
metallic naphthenate solutions have 
been used, both on old and new build- 
ings, during this period. To a limited 
extent dipping treatment has been 


NORTH MIDLAND REGION : 
Ferrers B.C., Upper George Street. 
tects : Messrs. Gotch, Saunders and Surridge. 


employed, but in the main application 
has been by brush. 

The article indicates that the use of 
preservatives by surface application 
may lead to skimped work. If this 
were true it is obvious that during this 
long period of time we should have 
received complaints from users that 
treatment by this method did not give 
the results that are claimed for it, and 
the use of preservatives by surface 
application would have been aban- 
doned. 

Since, however, we do not receive 
such complaints and the Government 
Departments have not amended the 
bye-law, the use of spirit solvent pre- 
servatives for surface application con- 
tinues to be specified by architects and 
surveyors all over the country. 

The convenience of using a preserva- 
tive by brush application need not be 
emphasized. Timbers of all dimen- 


Brackley R.D.C., Moreton Pinkney. 
tects : Messrs. Forsyth, Lawson, Cunningham 
and Partners. 
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sions may be treated on the site, and 
the need for ordering specially treated 
timber is avoided. 

It must be remembered that pressure 
treatment does not give complete pene- 
tration, and where timbers are cut or 
trimmed in the course of construction, 
the exposed surfaces must be protected 
by brush treatment and the risk of 
skimped work equally arises here. 

As to the Longhorn Beetle, we know 
from our own experience that preserva- 
tives of the metallic naphthenate type 
applied by brush and spray have been 
used in a notoriously infested district 
and that this treatment has proved 
effective in preventing attack. 

I am, etc., 
CLAUDE SISLEY, F.R.E.S., 
Technical Adviser, 
Cuprinol Division, 
Jenson & Nicholson, Ltd. 
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EASTERN REGION : Epping R.D.C., The Oxleys, Harlow. 
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Architect : R. O. Foster, F.R.I.B.A. 


Hatfield Development Corporation; Roe Green. 


Brett and Kenneth Boyd, AA.R.1.B.A. 


S.W. REGION 


North Cotswold R.D.C., 
Littleworth Estate, Chip- 
ping Campden. Architects: 
Messrs. Pemberton and 
Bateman. 


Architects : 


Lionel East Ham County 8.C., Ingrave, 


Brentwood. Architect : Arthur W. 


Wallis, A.R.1.B.A. 
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LONDON REGION : Westminster 
City Council, Churchill Gardens, 
Pimlico (photo of Block 8, from 
S.E.). Architects : Messrs. Powell 
and Moya, AA.R.I.B.A. 


Friern Barnet -U.D.C., The 
Hollies. Architect : Kenneth 
R. Smith of Kenneth R. Smith 
and W. W. Atkinson, A A.R.1.B.A. 


SOUTH-WESTERN REGION : Bath 
City Council, Phoenix House, (photo: 
view from S.E., showing junction of 
Harley Street and Julian Road. 
Architect: Hugh D. Roberts, F.R.1.B.A. 
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MIDLAND REGION : Birmingham City Council, Toronto Gardens, 
Harborne. Architect : David O. H. Davies, F.R.I.B.A., M.T.P.I. 


HOUSING 
MEDAL 
1953 


NORTH-WESTERN REGION : Liverpool City 
Below: SOUTHERN REGION: Abingdon B.C., Council, Southdene Kirby Estate. Architect : Ronald 
Thames Street. Architect : Frank R. Cox, F.R.I.B.A. Bradbury, PH.D., F.R.I.B.A., A.M.T.P.I., City Architect. 
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NORTH-WESTERN: 
Ulverston R.D.C., Hawks- 
garth, Hawkshead. 
Architect : 

Horace Nicholson. 


SOUTH-EASTERN  REG- 
ION: Crawley Develop- 
ment Corporation, North- 
gate (photo : Site No. 8). 
Architect : A. G. Sheppard 
Fidler, F.R.1.B.A., A.M.T.P.I. 
Chief Architect to the 
Corporation. 


Below L.: SOUTH- 
EASTERN : East Ashford 
R.D.C., Chilham. Archi- 
tects : Messrs. Jackson and 
Jackson. 


Below R.: WALES: 
Swansea County B.C., 
Toronto Place, Penlan. 
Architect: Herbert T. 
Wykes, F.R.I.B.A., A.M.T.P.I. 
Borough Architect. 


At foot of page : Maelor 
R.D.C., Horseman's Green 
Halghton. Architects : 
Messrs. Anthony Clark, 
F. C. Roberts and Partners, 
F./A.R.1.B.A. 
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New Housing at Glenrothes 


The Glenrothes Development Cor- 
poration has received the Secretary of 
State’s approval for the largest housing 
development so far as new towns in 
Scotland are concerned. ‘This develop- 
ment is the second stage of Auchmuty 
Precinct and comprises 802 houses and 
two small corner shops for local needs. 

The total cost of the building con- 
tract exceeds £1,153,000 exclusive of 
the cost of land, roads, sewers and other 
services. The houses range in size 
from one to five apartments and com- 
prise four of one-apartment, 75 of two- 
apartments, 390 of three-apartments, 
221 of four-apartnmients and 112 of five- 
apartments. The houses are of various 
types consisting of cottages, terraces, 
blocks of flats and four-storey maison- 
ettes, all of which have been approved 
by the Department of Health for Scot- 
land. 

The Corporation decided, with a 
view to securing keen competitive 
offers to deal with this development on 
the basis of a large-scale contract. An 
average reduction of not less than £150 
per house has been secured compared 
with previous contract prices. The 
average prices per standard house, ex- 
clusive of land, roads and services is as 
follows: one-apartment, £1,030; two- 
apartment, £1,175;  three-apartment, 
£1,350; four-apartment, £1,375; five- 
apartment, £1,460. 

Acceptances have been issued to the 
successful contractors. and it is hoped 
that building operations will start at 
an early date. All the houses are of 
traditional construction designed by the 
Corporation’s own staff. The erection 
of maisonettes is a new departure so 
far as new town development in Scot- 
land is concerned. These houses will 
adjoin the town centre flanked by large 
blocks of flatted houses and will con- 
tribute to the ultimate architectural 
treatment of the central core of the new 
town. Site preparations are well for- 
ward and provision has been made for 
sites for schools, public buildings, open 
spaces and other amenities. 


North Wales Architectural 
Society 

Reviewing the activities of the North 
Wales Architectural Society during the 
past year, the president, Mr. Leonard 
Moseley, F.R.I.C.S., L.R.I.B.A., said 
at the annual meeting in Bangor 
recently that the council had taken up 
with the Ministry concerned a report 
that when a local educational authority 
had asked for names of architects to be 
recommended for consideration for the 
design of a proposed new school, the 
Ministry had submitted the name of 
only one firm, thus giving the authority 
no choice. 

The Ministry had admitted the facts 
to be true in this particular instance 
although contrary to usual policy, and 
had stated that steps had been taken to 
prevent a similar occurrence in the 
future. “ This,” said the president, “ is 
probably the most important achieve- 
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ment of the year in the best interests 
not only of architects, but of the 
general public.” 


This photograph shows the com- 
memorative plaques which, on the 
suggestion of Dr. R. Bradbury, City 
Architect and Director of Housing, 
the Housing Committee of Liverpool 
has decided to fix on dwellings com- 
pleted during Coronation Year. 

The Plaques, which take the form 
of glazed tiles 9in wide x 10kin high 
and jin thick, have been designed to 
Dr. Bradbury’s requirements by 
Mitzt Cunliffe, the well-known 
sculptor, and manufactured by Pilk- 
ington’s Tiles, Ltd., Clifton Function, 
Manchester. The general background 
is light powder-blue whilst the crown 
and ornamental scrollwork is off- 
white; the lettering is black. The 
size of the tile was determined so as 
to course-in with local facing bricks. 


York Courses on Protection 
and Repair of Historic 
Buildings 


The Academic Development Com- 
mittee of York Civic Trust held two 
courses on Protection and Repair of 
Historic Buildings at York last Easter. 
These consisted of fortnight’s 
General Course, followed by a week’s 
Specialized Course on The Care of 
Churches. Both courses were success- 
ful. Among those attending the 
General Course were the Vice-Presi- 
dent of the (American) Society of 
Architectural Historians, who had 
come from New York specially for the 
course, and the Inspector of National 
Monuments for Eire. The number of 
applications to join The Care of 
Churches course considerably 
greater than the number of places 
available, and in view of this it is hoped 
to repeat the course at Easter, 1954. 

The Academic Development Com- 
mittee announces that two more courses 
on Protection and Repair of Historic 
Buildings will be held at St. Mary’s 
Hotel, York, this autumn. There will 
be a two-week General Course from 
September 7 to 19 and a Specialized 


Course on Foundation and Wall Re- 
pairs from September 21 to 26. The 
courses will be fully residential, but a 
few non-resident members can be in- 
cluded if bookings are _ excessive. 
Prospectuses will be available this 
month, and all enquiries should be 
addressed to The Secretary, St. 
Anthony’s Hall, York. 


One-day Course at Oxford 
A one-day course on “ 20th Century 
Developments in Architecture and 
Building,” organized by the Southern 
Regional Council for Further Educa- 
tion, in conjunction with Oxford 
Education Committee will be held at 
Oxford Town Hall on Saturday, June 
20. The course is for teachers and 
members of the professions and occu- 
pations concerned. The chairman is 
Mr. R. W. Whittington, President of 
the Southern Counties Federation of 
Building Trades Employers, and the 
speakers will be Mr. T. E. Scott, 
Hon. F.LBD., 
Head of the Department of Architec- 
ture and Building, Northern Poly- 
technic; Mr. D. E. Woodbine Parish, 
Past President, L.M.B.A., and Mr. 
D. A. G. Reid, BSc, M.LCE,, 
A.M.LStruct.E., Principal of the Brix- 
ton School of Building, and Mr. K. 
Bishop, General Building Foreman, 
Oxford. Details are obtainable from 
Mr. J. Brosgall, Shire Hall, Reading. 


R.1.C.S. Officers, 1953-54 

At the first meeting of the newly 
elected Council of The Royal Institu- 
tion of Chartered Surveyors, the fol- 
lowing were elected officers for the 
Session 1953-1954: President: Mr. 
G. A. Coombe, M.C., Chief Surveyor, 
Prudential Assurance Co., Ltd.; Senior 
Vice-president : Mr. Charles P. Bowyer, 
T.D., chartered surveyor of Slough; 
Vice-presidents: Mr. W. M. Balch, 
chartered surveyor of Chelmsford; 
The Honourable Geoffrey J. Bourke, 
Land Agent to the Nature Conser- 
vancy; Mr. William R. Brackett, O.B.E., 
T.D., B.Sc., chartered surveyor of 
Nottingham. 

Institution of Structural 

Engineers Officers 

At the Annual General Meeting of 
The Institution of Structural Engineers 
which was held on May 24 the fol- 
lowing Honorary Officers and members 
of the Council were elected for the 
Session 1953-1954: President : Lt. Col. 
R. F. Galbraith; Vice-presidents : Dr. 
S. B. Hamilton, Mr. S. Vaughan, Mr. 
J. Guthrie Brown, Professor A. G. 
Pugsley, Professor A. L. L. Baker, Mr. 
G. S. McDonald; Honorary Treasurer, 
Mr. L. E. Kent; Honorary Secretary : 
Mr. J. Singleton-Green; Honorary 
Editor: Mr. W. H. Woodcock; 
Honorary Curator: Mr. F. R. Bullen; 
Honorary Librarian: Mr. Wallace A. 
Evans; Members of Council: Mr. 
D. H. New, Mr. John Mason, Mr. T. 
Bedford, Mr. A. P. Mason; Associate 
Members of Council: Mr. D. T. 
Williams, Mr. H. V. Hill. 
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Aerial view of Belgravia (Aerofilms) 


Conversion Seheme for 


EATON SQUARE 
{RCHITECTS: RAGLAN SQUIRE 


¢ Historical Notes on Eaton Square—Belgravia 


at 4 


the latter half of the 18th century there had been 
e development along the roads surrounding the Belgravia 
neighbourhood, but the intervening area, known as “ Five 
Fields,” remained as agricultural land for a further quarter 
of a century. 

Lord Grosvenor, whose family had held this land since 
the 17th century, appears to have been interested in develop- 
ing it, for the Royal Academy Catalogue for 1795 refers to a 
proposed square by his architect William Porden, while 
in the 1819 edition of Horwood’s Map of London, there is 
a street layout differing little from the one ultimately 
followed. Thus an unsigned plan of a Leasehold Estate 
in the Crace collection at the British Museum dated 1825 
may be a final working plan. It seems principally con- 
cerned with Belgrave Square and since Basevi was engaged 
to design the main terraces, he may have been responsible 
for this layout, although a contemporary writer tells us 
that “the noble proprietor and his surveyors have 
arranged their plan.” 

All these schemes had provided for the straightening of 
the old notorious and meandering King’s Road to form an 
axis with the Palace. Although Eaton Square may not have 
been envisaged as a square in the literal and accepted sense, 
appearing as it does in the Crace plan almost as a road 
diversion to provide space for the rather ponderous expanse 
of Belgrave Square, it has by happy chance proved to be a 
very fine piece of layout and the description “ noble parkway ” 
is well deserved. It is of considerable length, some 1,600ft, 
and in contrast is only about 350ft in width, emphasizing 
the length. Its terraces of houses face on to secondary 
service roads, with ample tree-filled gardens between these 
John Rocque’s map of 1755 showing the area before development! and the central King’s Road that carries the main through 
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From a mezzotint in Guildhall Library * 


Centre ‘Palace Style’’ block. 
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traffic. Eaton Square residents have thus been spared the 
din, dust and general inconvenience doubtless experienced 
by those living in the more normal type of square. 

This parkway would, incidentally, have linked up with 
the projected Royal Avenue from the Royal Hospital at 
Chelsea to Kensington Palace and would have become part 
of a processional way with its return route through Hyde 
Park and Constitution Hill. This would have vied most 
favourably with Nash’s much vaunted Regent Street scheme, 
at least in respect of its circuitous and verdant nature. 

The conversion of Buckingham House into the Palace 
had begun in 1821, created a need for new residential 
accommodation and gave the district an increased import- 
ance. Soon Belgravia became the scene of unprecedented 
building activities. Construction in Eaton Square seems 
to have begun about 1825. There were already some small 
houses (c.1819) at the eastern end, then Eaton Place. These 
were flanked by the new Church of St. Peter. It was 
next to these that Messrs. Cubitt began building. This was 
the No. 103 to 118 Block, built in the style of their Blooms- 
bury work, and still of modest Georgian character. The first 
of these new houses was occupied in 1829. Meanwhile, two 
other builders had commenced blocks on the south side. 


Part of Old Map which bears this title : 


“Map showing the improvements now in progress in the 
West End of London, particularly in the Parish of St. George 
Hanover Square, describing their connection with the Parks, 
Buckingham Palace, Principal Public Places and buildings 
in the vicinity.” 
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Seth Smith starting at No. 27 and a Mr. Sutton at No. 50. 
The latter block is similar in design to Cubitt’s first block, 
being brick faced but with engaged columns to the end 
houses. Seth Smith’s centre south side block, although 
early in starting, was finally arrayed in the new “ Stucco,” 
as are all the remaining blocks. Cubitt’s continued along 
the north side with the centre “palace style” block. The 
other south side block was commenced by Smith about 
1838, before the completion of his centre block, and is 
sull fairly refined. Cubitt’s completed the Square, and here 
it is possible to trace the gradual decline of the Classical 
tradition. Thus the other north side terrace shows the 
Italianate influence, as does its neighbour at the end of the 
Square, while the south-west end houses are heavy with 
swags and enrichments associated with the early Victorian 
architecture. These last blocks were in existence by 1851. 


Background to Conversion Scheme 


These houses were built during the expanding economics 
of the early Victorian period, and one can visualize the 
family of top-hatted, coloured waistcoated and be-whiskered 
father, the mother in her crinoline, a host of descending 
offspring and, to support this family, anything up to a dozen 
servants. The expanding economy of Britain as the world’s 
workshop, continued to support this kind of life throughout 
the remainder of the 19th century. 

The first World War was a warning that the great days 
were over and a trend of restriction was commencing. How- 
ever, Eaton Square was so popular and so convenient as a 
neighbourhood that in spite of the economic slump of the 
1930s, it was still true that by 1939, 95 per cent of the 
houses.were in single family occupation. 

By the end of the 1939-45 war, the position was reversed 
and only five per cent were thus eccupied. It was, there- 
fore, obvious that a completely new assessment of the 
possible occupancies of the Square be devised. 

At this stage the promoters, Messrs. Comonte Estates, 
Ltd., a firm of estate developers, approached the Duke of 
Westminster’s London office with the suggestion of an over- 
all reconstruction and conversion scheme into flats for the 
whole Square. This problem was already in the minds of 
the Duke’s advisers, and it was agreed that a joint approach 
should be made to the subject, and, in 1945, architects were 
appointed to analyse the possibilities and implications of the 
scheme and make recommendations. 


Planning Background 


From a study of the commercial and residential trends 
in the West End of London, it soon became apparent that 
Belgravia was the last of the West Central residential areas 
that had not, up to date, been invaded by commerce. In 
spite of the L.C.C.’s express intention, after the War, to 
retain Mayfair as a residential area, the promoters were con- 
vinced that such a policy would prove impracticable. ‘This 
being so, they were of the opinion that Belgravia must be- 
come the “new Mayfair.” This has proved to be correct 
in the event that Mayfair has indeed become almost entirely 
a commercial area. A detail study of Belgravia revealed that, 
whereas the houses in Belgrave Square were altogether too 
large for conversion into flats, the majority of the houses in 
Eaton Square could be converted. A further assumption 
was, therefore, made that Belgrave Square would probably 
be used for Embassies, Institutes and the like and that Eaton 
Square would consequently be the focal point of the new 
residential quarter envisaged in Belgravia. Again, this 
forecast has proved to be correct. 

From the above it will be seen that the promoters were 
confident when they started the scheme that their proposed 
development at Eaton Square was in the best possible 
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location for the type of development they had in mind, 
i.e., first-class residential occupation. 
At an early stage it was established that— 


(i) The conception of planning the whole of Eaton 
Square on an overall residential basis would be 
welcomed by the Planning Authorities. 


(ii) The Licensing Authorities would be willing to 
grant licences in excess of the normal recommended 
limit for conversions owing to the peculiar nature 
of the problems involved. 


The overall approach which was jointly taken by 
the Grosvenor Estate and the promoters represented 
the only method of saving the Square from being 
converted in a piece-meal manner, with a conse- 
quent deterioration in the occupancy not only in the 
square as a whole, but also to the adjacent resi- 
dential areas of the Duke’s Belgravia Estate. 

(iv) The large number of the owners of the existing 
leases with an average unexpired period of 15/25 
years were unable, through increasing taxation and 
shortage of domestic help, to continue in providing 
occupation, and were therefore willing to co-oper- 
ate in the conversion scheme. 


Financial and Economic Policy 


Having established these points it was decided by the 
Duke and the Promoters that it was in the public 


South side of Eaton Square. 


The Eaton Square garden. 
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Block plan. Nos. 28-3! are shown in more detail on next page. 


interest, and a potentially sound although not a highly lucra- 
tive proposition, to carry out the overall of 
the Square, and that offers should be made to purchase the 
unexpired leases from the existing leaseholders, on the con- 
dition that outgoing leaseholders were given the right of 
first refusal to the new flats being provided. It was decided 
that the individual flats themselves should be planned in 
such a way as to be most suitable for the type of residential 
occupation foreseen as a result of the Planning Survey. This 
consideration led to the conclusion that a high proportion of 


conversion 


large flats should be provided to cater for those families who, 
before the War, lived in town houses but who, since the War, 
were now looking for family flats. A further consideration 
was the fact that past experience had shown that tenants of 
small flats are, by and large, a less stable element in the 
community structure than are the tenants of large family 
flats. In brief, the character of a family flat area differs 
radically from that of a small flat area and in Eaton Square 
the object of conversion is to maintain residential family 
occupation. (Continued on p. 728) 
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CONVERSION SCHEME 
FOR EATON SQUARE 


Alternative small flats, Plan of one of the small 
upper floors flats 


ENTRANCE 
to FLATS 


BLOCK 28—3!1, PLANS 
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A problem arose from the great depth of the houses in proportion to the frontage. Even after the removal of the back extensions about a quarter 
of the floor area received inadequate daylight. This has been solved by using the centre portion for entrance halls and passages, staircases (in 
Maisonettes) and artificially ventilated bathrooms and W.C.s. These are usually arranged in pairs back to back, with pipe ducts between to 


take service mains, plumbing, drainage, hot water and heating pipes and ventilation trunking. 
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Penthouse living room window-wall overlooking Square. Details are shown on the facing page. 


Type and Size of Flats 


These conclusions led to a policy of allocating half the 
proportion of the floor area in the Square to conversion into 
large flats and half into small flats. ‘This allocation creates 
a density of 3.5 flats per house plus one mews dwelling, as 
against a proposed maximum L.C.C. permitted density of 4.5 
flats per house plus one mews dwelling. The L.C.C. density 
is, however, based’ on working-class flat requirements and 
the density to which Eaton Square is being developed is 
considered to be the right one for the type of occupancy 
catered for. 

In addition to the flats themselves, it was decided to 
provide specially fitted servants’ rooms in the basements 
which could be let with the flats according to tenants’ 
requirements. 


Detail Flat Planning 

A typical Eaton Square house consists of basement, 
ground floor, first, second and third floors and usually an 
attic floor in the roof. In addition, many of the small 
gardens or court-yards that had at one time existed at the 
rear of the houses (between the house and the mews) had 
been largely built over. It was decided that, if the base- 
ments were to be put to any profitable use, these later back 
additions would have to be pulled down. This policy was 
adopted in principle and the resulting space in the rear, 
being at basement level, could be formed into little private 
gardens thus allowing the back basement rooms to be used 
as habitable rooms. It was further found that a block of 
four houses was thé ideal for conversion into one block. 
This latter point, coupled with the fact that only one 
entrance of the four houses would be needed to give access 


to the flats on the upper floors, led to the use of the remain- 
ing three front doors to give access to three maisonnettes 
on ground and basement floors, with living rooms and 
private gardens at basement level and bedrooms and bath- 
rooms on the ground floor. 

The flats on the first floor were treated as a special con- 
sideration owing to the particular character of the beautifully 
decorated large rooms on this floor and, generally speaking, 
the largest flats occur here with as little disturbance as pos- 
sible of the big rooms. Second and third floors can be con- 
verted into either large or small flats as desired. The attic 
floors were again treated as a special problem as, in this 
case, windows were set back above cornice level and, 
consequently, big new sliding windows with balconies 
could be created without interfering with the main elevation 
of the Square. Pent-house flats were thus envisaged on this 
level and, with lift access, these have proved to be some of 
the most popular flats. 

One of the principal problems has been the great depth 
of the houses as compared with their frontage. Consequently 
there is a large internal portion of the floor area which it is 
Not easy to light once having been split up into small rooms. 
it was, therefore, decided to solve this problem by forming 
internal bathrooms backed on to an internal duct housing 
all the heating, hot water piping, waste pipes and the forced 
ventilation. 


Mews Construction 


All the main houses of the Square have the usual rear 
mews premises which were in varying stages of continued 
use of lower grade and rent restricted occupation, through 
to a few higher quality mews cottage or flat adaptations. 
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Entrance Hall, Nos. 28-3! Block. The existing stairs are 
retained, on the right of which can be seen the door to 
the new lift. 


Typical Kitchen 
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It has been decided that the existing mews are not struc- 
turally sound or satisfactory enough to convert permanently 
and as mews properties become available to the Promoters 
they are proposing to rebuild these into a satisfactory form 
of permanent dwelling. This is possible by lowering the no 
longer necessary height of the old coach house and stables 
which will in future become partly entrance hall and partly 
garage, and this saving in height will allow an additional 
floor to be built, and the new mews properties will consist of 
an entrance hall with a ground floor servants room, and a 
cloakroom which is coupled with a servants bathroom, and 
on the first and second floors a maisonette with a large 
living and dining room, kitchen and three bedrooms and 
bathroom. 


Gardens 

The Square Gardens have been redeveloped and replanted 
on the lines of the original design and form an integral part 
of the whole conversion scheme. The eleven acres of garden 
represent the biggest open space of all the London squares. 


Progress to Date 


To date, about half the Square has been converted and, 
generally speaking, the programme has worked numerically 
round the Square commencing with 1 to 4 at the east end, 
running through the south side and up the west side with 
two of the higher numbers on the north side, namely, Nos. 
74 and 75 converted. Conversion of the north side houses 
has already commenced. 


Conversion Costs and Rentals 

Conversion costs to date give an average figure of £2,250 
per flat which compares with averages ranging from £2,000 
to £2,500 per flat for Local Authority housing schemes and 
sums of over £3,000 per flat in private enterprise schemes 
built since the War. In return for this expenditure, flats of 
great character and charm are created and in all cases with 
living rooms and bedrooms of much greater size than can 
be provided in new building schemes. The cost of any 
luxury flats that might be built in the next half-century to 
give similar space and facilities would probably reach a 
figure of £4,000 to £5,000 per flat. When the scheme is 
completed, there will be some 300 flats. 


Schedule 


The form of building contract has been based on a 
schedule of prices prepared by Messrs. Davis, Belfield and 
Everest. ‘This schedule is periodically revised and brought 
up to date. The advantage of this form of contract is that 
building operations can be started as soon as }th-scale work- 
ing drawings have been completed. The normal delay 
incurred during the completion of the details—preparation 
of Bills of Quantities, obtaining tenders and selecting 
builders—is therefore avoided. This amounts to a saving of 
six to nine months in the commencement of work, and 
consequently the flats can be let and rents collected this 
much earlier. 


FOOTNOTES TO ILLUSTRATIONS IN THE HISTORICAL 
NOTES AT THE BEGINNING OF THE ARTICLE WHICH 
WERE COMPILED BY R. OWEN DAISH 


1 If this Rocque map is compared with Horwood’s earliest map of 
1794, it will be seen that whereas the first only showed buildings 
along Knightsbridge, the northern limit of the Belgravia neighbour- 
hood, on the latter is found Sloane Street forming a western boundary, 
and also lined with terrace houses. The previously isolated hospital 
buildings along Grosvenor Place, running down the eastern side of 
the area, have been joined by residential buildings and there has been 
similar development on the old Chelsea Road, the southern extremity 
—now Buckingham Palace Road. 

The existence of the Ebury Farm (later Avery Farm) and the ver) 
name “‘ The Five Fields’’ seems to indicate that this particular 


730 
> 
3 
i 
i 
| 
bal 


Typical dining room, upper floor 
flat, at the rear of block. The 
french windows are new. 


CONVERSION SCHEME: 
EATON SQUARE 


ARCHITECTS: 
RAGLAN SQUIRE 


CHIEF ASSISTANT: 
R. OWEN DAISH 


CONSULTING ENGINEERS: 
R. TRAVERS MORGAN AND 
PARTNERS 


QUANTITY SURVEYORS 
DAVIS, BELFIELD AND EVEREST 


Penthouse living room. 
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piece of land was of agricultural use and although 
adjacent to the Westbourne tributary and there 
was the undoubted existence of clay (a brickworks 
appears on Rocque’s map) it was probably at the 
worst meadowy pasture. It has often been de 
scribed as “‘swamp”’ but this seems more likely 
to refer to the other low-lying and more extensive 
Grosvenor Estate land extending down to the 
Thames where definite precautions against flood 
ing were once in existence. Recent excavations 
under lift wells have shown the sub-soil to be dry, 
sandy gravel. 


2. This print of the north side “ Centre Eleva 


tion”? ts unfortunately undated and unsigned, but 
the inclusion of a centre pediment that was never 
constructed suggests that this was a design draw 
ing. There is still no conclusive evidence as to 
who was responsible for the design of the Cubitt 
work, Mr. John Summerson outlining this work 
Georgian London”? pp. 174-179, has 
suggested that it may have been Thomas Cubitt’s 
younger brother Lewis. 


First floor living room, showing 
retention of existing interior. 


General Contractors : 
Taylor Woodrow Construction 
Ltd. 


E. H. Burgess Ltd. 


Electrical Installation : 

T. Clarke & Co. Ltd. 
Heating, Hot Water and Ventilation 

Norris Warming Co. Ltd. 
Lifts 

Newbury & Thomas Ltd. 
Paint (External) 

Goodlass Wall & Co. Ltd. 
Plumbing 

R. J. Audrey Ltd. 
Sanitary Fittings 

John Bolding & Sons Ltd, 

W. N. Froy & Sons Ltd. 
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Eaton Square : Private garden of maisonette, made possible by clearance. 
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BURTON HOUSE ESTATE, WOLVERHAMPTON RD., STAFFORD 


Sandy & Norris, Architects & Surveyors 


HOT- DIP GALVANIZED 


WINDOWS 
AND 
STEEL DOOR 
FRAMES 


HENRY HOPE & SONS LTD. 


SMETHWICK, BIRMINGHAM AND 17 BERNERS STREET, LONDON, W.1 
BIRMINGHAM: 319 BROAD STREET 


THE PHOENIX TIMBER CO.LTD. 


FROG ISLAND NEW ROAD - RAINHAM ESSE 
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Housing in Denmark Since 


1930 


By Esbjorn Hiort. 
Press. Price 21s. 


Architectural 


OUSING in Denmark.” The 

mere sound of it makes an 
instinctive impression of excellence, 
like watches from Switzerland, fashions 
from Paris, dollars from America. The 
book, without a trace of conceit, seems 
to accept this as a fact, modestly re- 
frains from any further fuss or propa- 
ganda, and concentrates on telling us 
how these results have been achieved. 
“How” means the machinery of 
housing, its history, economics, tech- 
nics and this always tends to make dull 
reading. 

We are perhaps too tired by the 
limiting machinery of our own housing 
to want to explore another country’s. 
Irresponsibly we want instead to wal- 
low in Danish photographs and plans, 
and there are plenty here though not 
nearly enough to wallow in. Incident- 
ally, how difficult housing is to photo- 
graph well. To take a group of build- 
ings from a distance means all earth 
and sky and a tiny bit of architecture, 
while from nearby it is all window de- 
tails and no sense of the whole building 
—especially if the building happens to 
be flats. 

Flats! It is a long time now since 
another Dane (Steen Eiler Rasmussen) 
begged us not to turn London into a 
city of flats like Copenhagen, and thus 
destroy its unique character. We are 
now doing just this, but if only it were 
being done like Copenhagen. This, I 
think, is Denmark’s unique contribu- 
tion to housing—human looking flats. 
They do not always avoid monotony 
but they never terrify or look like 
future slums. The balconies are 
enjoyed, not just provided, and they 
drip with real flowers and sprout giant 
artificial ones (the sunshades) like 
petunias. 

And then the landscaping. Look at 
the photographs of Blidah, Bispe- 
parken and Sondergaard, and then 
study the severe site plans or reverse 
the process and look at the plan on the 
pale grey dust jacket and see if you 
can recognize its regular forms in the 
photographs of Bredalsparken inside 
the book. The sites are all large and 
the long straight building blocks are 
parallel to give them all the same 
aspect. Here is logic and size, both 
perhaps enemies to domestic charm, 
but the photographs (and believe me, 
a visit to the spot) reassure us. The 
landscaping has done its work. It is, 
of course, not only the landscaping, 
the buildings themselves are human 


in scale, warm and clean in colour 
and beautifully made. But we do 
try to imitate the buildings here 


more often than the setting. Add the 
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Three examples from the recent exhibition 
of Danish Architecture at the Building 
Centre. Above: Flats at Bredalsparken, 
architect, Eske Kristensen. Top right: 
Housing by Knud Thorball. Bottom right: 
House at Sogaard by Hoff, Windinge & 
Gcletius 


one to the other and you have civiliza- 
tion and dignity. 

On account of these results it is 
worth studying their methods, the 
machinery which has produced these 
goods, even if, as hinted, this means 
some dull moments. The information 
is, aS a matter of fact, well presented 
and brief, a skilful précis of a big 
achievement. The _ historical back- 
ground includes inevitably the English 
bombardment of Copenhagen by Nel- 
son which ruined Denmark for 30 
years. (This had better be learnt here 
or you will certainly be embarrassed 
by it when you get to Kronberg.) 
Another fact which may surprise is that 
Danish housing is both built and 
administered by various private 
societies sanctioned by the Ministry. 
This saves scores of civil servants and 
avoids stagnation of ideas by competi- 
tion between these private bodies. 
Another significant chapter on build- 
ing technique shows that Danish con- 
struction is deep-rooted in traditional 
methods and that new experiments 
have been so far confined to the outer 
walls only. They are not stick-in-the- 
mud but “before rationalization can 
begin all the questions involved must 
be correlated and subjected to exhaus- 
tive research.” Evidently they are not 
in love with prefabrication only for the 
sake of a new idea. 

But while we can mostly admire and 
envy, there are some things we do 
better here. The inside W.C. is really 
not good and when, as on several plans, 
it has a window right into a bedroom 
(at the head of a bed), it becomes a 
disgrace. Staying in one flat where 
“it” opened off the kitchen, I was 
electrified, as I sat, to see a hand slowly 
enter the window from the kitchen and 


grope for a milk bottle kept 


silently 
there. 
Again, our space standards, shrunken 


as they are, are better. See those long, 
narrow bedrooms of theirs with beds 
toe to toe and less space beside the bed 
than the bed itself! Where does one 
keep clothes or, indeed, anything, or is 
a trailing plant the only other occu- 
pant of the space? These rooms are 
apparently officially not “ rooms” at all 
(being under 10 square metres) but are 
called “chambers.” One plan for a 
terrace house has a row of these cham- 
bers intended for children all down one 
side of the living room which, inci- 
dentaliy, has eight doors opening off it. 
Seen in the flesh we succumb to it 
all, the furnishing, the plants, the 
coffee, the blondes, but back at home 
we can be more coldly critical. It is 
one of the virtues of this book that it 
allows us to inspect, to carp or to 
admire, without, as is the fashion of 
much current architectural publica- 
tion, nudging us, prompting. us, 
bludgeoning us, to do either. So one 
carps a little, but one admires 
enormously. HERBERT TAYLER. 


English Romanesque 
Sculpture, 1140-1210 


By George Zarnecki. 
15s. 


Alec Tiranti, 


HEN bringing out Dr. Zarnecki’s 
book on English Romanesque 
sculpture between 1066 ard 1140 the 
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publishers unfortunately gave no hint 
that a sequel would appear within two 
years. Now Dr. Zarnecki has con- 
tinued his treatment of the whole sub- 
ject of our Romanesque sculptural 
achievement, his terminal date in this 
case being about 1210. Some of his 
datings may seem a little late, and 
others, in the absence for the 12th 
century of reliable documentary 
pointers, a trifle over dogmatic, but in 
every other respect this admirably 
illustrated littke work is a great im- 
provement on what Dr. Zarnecki now 
calls Volume I of a unified pair (the 
map and index in the current work 
cover both volumes). The second 
volume is, indeed, considerably fuller 
than Volume I; fonts, for instance, now 
receive ampler justice, and the greater 
amount of available material allows of 
a larger and better photographic record. 
The text, like all the work done by 
members of the Warburg institute, 
further breaks down any insularity of 
approach that may still linger among 
students of what it must now appear 
unwise to call “ Norman” building or 
carving. Dr. Zarnecki’s tracing of the 
various overseas influences on our 
Romanesque sculpture is of special 
value—witness his linking of the 
western frieze sculptures at Lincoln to 
an Italian carver who had also, in all 
probability, worked for Abbot Suger at 
Saint Denis. He is also most instruc- 
tive on the remarkable group of 
Romanesque carvings done within the 
confines of the miediwval diocese of 
Hereford (Herefordshire, part of West 
Worcestershire, the Forest of Dean, 
and South Shropshire). He also brings 
out the strong kinship between Roman- 
esque sculpture and contemporary 
illumination and other applied art. 
One historic blunder alone calls for 
comment. It is true that much 
evidence for this particular study dis- 
appeared with later rebuildings or at 
the Dissolution. But it is not true, 
except with the original Coventry 
Cathedral, that we have witnessed the 
destruction of the churches of the 
English Cathedral Priories. Even 
where, at Bath, one of these monastic 
cathedrals was completely rebuilt just 
before the Reformation, there were still 
some Romanesque survivals, including 
two important sculptured capitals 
unmentioned by Dr. Zarnecki. 


BrYAN LITTLE. 


Dry Rot and Other Timber 
Troubles 
By Dr. W. P. K. Findlay. Hutchin- 
son’s Scientific and Technical Pub- 
lications, London. Price 25s. 


S timber has become, and is likely 

to remain, a costly material, very 
much more care should be given to its 
correct use and especially to the avoid- 
ance of waste from fungal and insect 
attack. This book has been prepared 
by an author who is generally regarded 
as one of the foremost authorities on 
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fungal and insect attack of timber. 
The author is to be congratulated on 
placing before his readers a very great 
deal of scientific information on both 
the causes and the cures of the de- 
terioration of timber in language which 
all can fully understand without diffi- 
culty. 

The book is an admirable guide for 
the building industry to this trouble- 
some subject, and readers in this field 
will find the vast amount of practical 
information contained in the long 
chapters on preservation, decay of tim- 
ber in building, and decay in fibre- 
boards, plywood and wood-wool, ex- 
tremely valuable. The guidance on 
the recognition of the many troubles 
due to these causes is particularly 
worth a thorough digestion. Equally, 
there is excellent guidance for ship- 
builders, farmers, gardeners, vehicle 
builders and packing-case makers. 

The increase in dry rot and other 
timber troubles in recent years is now 
said to range between ten and twenty 
£million p.a., and if this is true, as well 
it may be, it justifies a very full study 
of the subject by all those responsible 
for using timber, and particularly those 
who erect and maintain buildings. 

The volume is very well presented, 
has excellent illustrations, and is to be 
thoroughly recommended. 


Gardens: The Things We 
See—No. 7 


By Lady Allen of Hurtwood and 
Susan Jellicoe. Penguin Books. 5s. 


ge! ALLEN, who was President of 
the I.L.A. from 1939-1946, and 
Mrs, Jellicoe, wife of another Past 
President of the Institute, are well 
qualified to write this book—a charm- 
ing book. The authors introduce it 
with these words : — 

“This is a picture book of gardens. 
It is an attempt to show how many 
different kinds of gardens there are, in 
what surprising places they may often 
be found, and how the makers of 
gardens have developed their ideas, 
whether they be professional landscape 
architects or people with green fingers 
who may have little more than a front 
area or a balcony to adorn.” 

Green fingers, unfortunately, often 
go with drab eyes. All the examples 
illustrated in this delightful little book, 
which include backyard window boxes, 
public open spaces, and even ceme- 
teries appeal to the eye in different 
ways. 

They are happy creations of plants, 
sticks and stones in which Nature is 
not forcé but accepted as a gift to the 
artist, a source of endless variety sub- 
jected to the judgment of taste and 
sensibility. The day of regimented and 
over-formal gardens is drawing to a 
close. Horticultural skill and science 
now requires the help of artists in the 
best sense of that misused word to 
make the best out of the infinite re- 


sources available. The landscape 
architect will probably reject the 
gigantic triple show bloom in favour of 
rhubarb or something equally unlikely, 
having in mind a different effect from 
the gardeners’ garden, which is often 
more akin to the military parades of 
Frederick the Great than to a green 
thought in a green shade. 

Now that the L.C.C. has shown the 
way so admirably, it behoves others to 
escape from the straight jacket | of 
grubby shrubbery and tasteless salads 
of weird plants of ill-assorted colours, 
still to be seen in Royal and other 
parks. 

The book also illustrates sculpture, 
garden furniture, bridges, paths and 
buildings nicely placed in gardens, 
In so many parks to-day are to be 
found “sacred cows” in the way of bad 
statuary, piddling fountains and coarse 
seats and notices, all of which have out- 
lived their day and hang like an alba- 
tross round the neck of the plants and 
trees. Who wants to see these objects 
from childhood to old age? Banish 
riders on_ horseback symbolizing 
Energy, and Italian peasant girls with 
water pots dribbling, and let’s have 
something new and beautiful even if 
Scandinavian in inspiration. 

There is in the book a section on 
children’s play space, and rightly so. 
The selfishness of adults in this respect 
is a reproach. Acres and acres can be 
found for allotments, tennis courts and 
bowling greens. The needs of children 
are hardly met at all. The poor show 
our cricketers are now making against 
the Australians probably comes from 
the lack of bits of grass for kids to play 
cricket on. And the widespread hooli- 
ganism and destruction of plants and 
flowers is almost certainly due to anti- 
social feeling derived from the lack of 
play space among other factors. Let 
us have more waste material play- 
grounds like the one at Emdrup, 
Copenhagen, illustrated on page 46 of 
“Gardens.” “Keep on the Grass” 
should be our motto. It is to be hoped 
that the price of 5s does not limit the 
circulation of the book to those who 
are already converted. 


The Life of Sir Edward 
Lutyens 


By Christopher Hussey. 
Life, Ltd. 42s. 626 pp. 


Country 
96 plates. 


HIS volume originally appeared as 

one of the four Lutyens Memorial 
volumes, and was reviewed in this 
journal of 9 February, 1951. Country 
Life now gives us the biography as a 
separate volume, a great opportunity 
for those who were unable to obtain or 
afford the memorial set. In addition 
to the plates, there are a large number 
of the famous thumb-nail sketches scat- 
tered through the text. The publishers 
are to be thanked for making available 
Mr. Hussey’s outstanding work at such 
a reasonable price. 


(Continued on page 735) 
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A Window in Kensington 


BY EDWIN LA DELL 


There are also in Kensington many modern blocks of flats, offices, and other 
buildings, in which Crittall Windows have more than outweighed regret for the 


charm of the old by what they have brought in efficiency and comfort to the new. 


CRITTALL WINDOWS 


THE CRITTALL MANUFACTURING COMPANY LIMITED 


BRAINTREE, ESSEX. TEI BRAINTREE 106 AND 210 HIGH HOLBORN, W.C.1, TEL: HOLBORN 6612 
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ARCHITECTS! 


Job/Control Progress Record 
— From Enquiry to Completion 


VISIBLY CONTROLLED 
ON ONE RECORD 


Here is a completely new record for Architects— Where preferred such 
designed in conjunction with Architects. records can be slotted into 


It is a simple visible record which controls every files which house corres- 
undertaking, small or large, from start to finish. pondence, plans, etc., such 
files having flat tops extend- 
It shows at sight progress on each job: drawings and ing the full width of the file 
plans submitted, licences obtained, approvals from for instant vision and colour 
Public Heaith, Town and Country Planning and signalling, thus providing 
Central Land authorities. visibility PLUS filing. 
Details of contractors involved, their estimates or 
tenders, final costs, etc., are all controlled. Water, gas 
and other services available—drawing office costs, fees, 
etc.—are all provided for. In short, one small record 


gives the visual history of every single undertaking. 69/77] VSS } 


This and similar records are available in panels 
holding just a few jobs or in books and cabinets FIRST IN FILING 


housing thousands. The cost involved is little. THE SHANNON LTD. 


More important, perhaps, the clerical work involved 
is very little, certainly far less than normally entailed. 783 Shannon Corner, New Malden, Surrey 


Full details will be sent if you will [just "jot 4“fArchitects 
Records”? on your letter heading and send to address below. 


Doors YOu 


‘Well designed doors must give easy 
access to selected objects, while excluding 
undesirable elements. ESAVIAN folding 
and sliding doors, large or small, have 
these and many other advantages. They are 
easy to operate, inexpensive to maintain, 
and give years of trouble-free service. 


ESAVIAN 


LIMITED 


FOR DOORS, WINDOWS, 
PARTITIONS & FOLDING SCREENS 


PRINCIPLE 
Esavian House, 181 High Holborn, London, W.C1. Tel: HOL 9116 
Esavian Works, Stevenage, Herts. Tel.: Stevenage 500 101 Wellington St., Glasgow, C2. Tel.: CEN 2369 
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An American in Europe. 
The Life of Benjamin 
Thompson, Count Rumford 

By Egon Larsen. Published by 
Messrs. Rider. 15s. 


HIS is a special publication to 

coincide with the bicentenary this 
year of the birth of Benjamin Thomp- 
son, founder of the Royal Institution, 
one of the greatest minds that America 
has produced, as President Franklin 
Roosevelt believed, and a_ highly 
original man of genius as Sir Eric 
Rideal describes him in a foreword. 

The story of Benjamin Thompson’s 
life (1753-1814) told in this book is 
remarkable and fascinating. His public 
life as Under-Secretary in Lord 
North’s Government, as Minister of 
War and Police in Bavaria (it was for 
his services in Bavaria that he gained 
his title) and research scientist in Lon- 
don, Munich and Paris, was prolonged 
and fruitful. 

As a scientist his major contribution 
was as creator of the modern theory of 
heat. He made the first determination 
ef the mechanical equivalent of heat. 
He was a pioneer of domestic science. 

He had great success with the fuel- 
saving, non-smoking stoves, ranges 
and roasters he developed. His stove 
became all the rage and to-day the vast 
majority of fireplaces in England are 
still “Rumford Stoves.” He made a 
special point of taking no patent for the 
invention. In one of his essays, Rum- 
ford anticipates the Smoke Abatement 
Society. Writing in 1796 he said, 
“The enormous waste of fuel in Lon- 
don may be estimated by the vast dark 
cloud which continually hangs over 
this great metropolis, and frequently 
overshadows the whole country, far 
and wide; for this dense cloud is cer- 
tainly composed almost entirely of 
unconsumed coal, I never view 
from a distance, as I come into town, 
this black cloud which hangs over Lon- 
don without wishing to be able to 
compute the immense number of 
cauldrons of coal of which it is com- 
posed; for could this be ascertained, I 
am persuaded so striking a fact would 
awaken the curiosity and excite the 
astonishment of all ranks of the inhabi- 
tants, and perhaps turn their minds to 
an object of economy to which they 
have hitherto paid little attention.” 

In Brompton Row he built the first 
house to have been designed by an 
expert on domestic science and he 
showed sightseers round with pride. 
A full description by the Swiss Prof. 
Pictet, written in 1801, praises the in- 
genuity, warmth, comfort and conveni- 
ence he found. In Bavaria he created 
the famous “English Garden” at 
Munich, by converting a wild marshy 
stretch by the River Tsar, using the 
labour of a corps of the Bavarian 
Army. He was the first social reformer 
to abolish beggary by his schemes of 


voluntary employment, which cleared 
the streets of Munich of crowds of 


beggars. 
This first popular biography of 
Rumford is well illustrated and the 


account of his domestic life enlivened 
by extracts from the diary of his 
daughter. One is left deeply impressed 
by his gifts and achievements. 


The Architecture of 
Baltimore. 


A Pictorial History. By Richard H. 
Howland and Eleanor P. Spencer. 
Johns Hopkins Press (Oxford Uni- 
versity Press, 60s). 


EVELOPED from the catalogue 

of an exhibition of the city’s 
architecture, local architects and 
public-spirited citizens and _institu- 
tions have produced an exemplary 
volume, well illustrated and with a 
brief, explicit text. Baltimore was not 
founded till 1729; rapid growth and 
several disastrous fires have destroyed 
much early work, and many of the ex- 
cellent buildings illustrated have, alas, 
vanished. The earliest building extant 
is a charming country house of 1764, 
and there are a few other late 
eighteenth-century examples in brick. 
Blue, white and yellow frame houses 
with those of brick, also painted, must 
have made Baltimore a gay town in its 
early days. As late as 1831 a church 
was painted bright red with a brilliant 
yellow steeple. 

Prosperity in the first quarter of the 
nineteenth century is reflected in an 
outcrop of good professional neo-classic 
architecture. The chief exponents 
were the Frenchman Godefroy and the 
British Latrobe. The former was the 
first professor of architecture in an 
American university. The classic 
tradition, mingled with the inevitable 
Gothic essays, was vigorous till the 
"forties. After this date the architec- 
ture followed its universal eclectic 
course. There is little in Baltimore in 
the “Victorian” period to distinguish 
it from other American cities. Early 
experiments in cast-iron facades of five 
storeys, the first 1851, are of interest. 
A bold Romanesque church of 1882 by 
Stanford White and a fine railway 
station of 1896 stand out in the jungle; 
both are in granite and are influenced 
by Richardson. 

In his introduction Professor Hitch- 
cock says: “To record is not to save, 
but it is somewhat easier to save what 
has been sympathetically recorded. 
This book should make Baltimoreans 
more aware of their inherited treasures, 
not all of which have had in the twen- 
tieth century the public esteem they so 
well deserve. Above all, the publica- 
tion may help to make a wider group 
realize that the architectural integrity 
of our cities does not depend on the 
preservation and maintenance of a few 
certified ‘masterpieces.’” For Balti- 
morean read Mancunian, Salopian or 
Glaswegian, and the value of this book 
to us is apparent. Is there any reason 
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why the architects, the learned 
societies and the rich firms of British 
cities should not follow the example 
of Baltimore and produce volumes of 
equal value? 

G. H. 


Royal Homes 


By Gordon Nares. 
Country Life, Ltd. 


Published by 
18s. 


HIS book, which consists chiefly 

of photographs, illustrates with a 
short written description seven Royal 
Palaces. The greater part is devoted to 
Buckingham Palace and Windsor 
Castle, but considerable space has also 
been given to St. James Palace, with 
some excellent photographs of its little- 
known interior, and Holyrood House, 
which is the official Royal residence in 
Scotland. 

Balmoral, Sandringham and Clarence 
House are also illustrated, but with only 
comparatively few photographs, as the 
author considers that these are private 
houses, and as such should be entitled 
to retain their privacy. 

All the photographs are good—as one 
expects from these publishers—and one 
of the most interesting is the approach 
to the Royal Balcony at Buckingham 
Palace. It shows the vista down the 
Mall to the Admiralty Arch, as it is 
seen by the Royal Family when they 
step on to the balcony on State occa- 
sions. 


Electricity Tariff Handbook 


Compiled for Electrical Review with 
the advice and assistance of V. A. H. 
Clements, M.I.E.E. Published by 
Electrical Review Publications, Ltd., 
and distributed by Iliffe & Sons 
Ltd. 7s 6d (postage 3d). 


HIS reference book, compiled with 

the advice and assistance of the 
Assistant Commercial Manager of the 
British Electricity Authority, gives full 
details of the standard tariffs in opera- 
tion in England, Scotland and Wales by 
the various Area Electricity Boards. 
The classes of tariff shown are: 
Domestic, Commercial (Block type and 
Maximum Demand type), Industrial 
(Block type and Maximum Demand 
type), Farm and Miscelianeous. For 
ease of reference, a tabular summary of 
each class is provided. The B.E.A. 
bulk supply tariff is also shown, and 
other information given includes names 
and addresses of Chief Commercial 
Officers of the Area Boards, definitions 
of the official terms and classifications 
used, and tables showing national elec- 
tricity sales and revenue for 1951-52. 
All the information given in the book 
is authoritative and completely up to 
date. The Handbook fulfils a long-felt 
need for such information in a handy 
ferm; it will be invaluable to all con- 
cerned with sales of electricity, and also 
to large numbers of consumers. 


Drawing Office 


HAVE just received a copy of the 


revision of B.S.1192 “ Drawing 
Office Practice for Architects and 
Builders.” While in general the book 


looks very much like the previous 
editign, except that the colour tabs are 
no longer included, there are, in fact, 
quite considerable changes and im- 
provements in the detail drafting of the 


recommendations, 1 am not really 
happy that the full title has been 
changed to read “British Standard 


Recommendations for Drawing Office 
Practice” as I cannot see why it should 
not be “ Standards for Drawing Office 
Practice” without the insertion of the 
word “recommendations”; nor do I 
like the final paragraph of the Fore- 
word, which tends to play-down the 
importance of having a truly standard 
drawing practice for working drawings. 
I feel sure that many in the architec- 
tural profession still do not appreciate 
the saving in time and trouble of those 
who have to use the drawings which 
standard drawing practice produces; 
too often have I heard complaints from 
contractors and sub-contractors that 
they have to keep staff solely for the 
purpose of translating architects’ draw- 
ings which should not be necessary as 
the architects are paid to make proper 
drawings. This new document does 
not stress, as it should, in the Fore- 
word the importance of standardized 
working drawing practice as an aid to 
better and quicker building, nor does 
it say, as again it should, that the 
recommendations in B.S.1192 are in- 
tended to apply only to working draw- 
ings. I have a fear that some of the 
members of the committee responsible 
for the drafting of the standard must 
have been too frightened of their pro- 
fessional colleagues to allow the B.S. to 
say “all normal working drawings 
should comply, as far as possible, with 
these recommendations.” 

The clauses on sizes of drawings 
seem to remain unchanged, but there 
have been minor changes to the clause 
on thicknesses and types of lines; the 
addition in the section line diagram is 
helpful but is it to be assumed that 
there is never a need to show overhead 
lines as this indication has been re- 
moved? The general tidying up of the 
clauses on dimensions and lettering is 
good but I believe it might have been 
helpful to have included, possibly as an 
appendix, some suggestions for suitable 
types of lettering for working drawings 
as an aid to teachers in_ technical 
schools and for guidance of those users 
of the B.S. who are not architects. 

In the paragraph dealing with scales 
I am pleased to see that 1/1250 or 
104.17 feet to 1 inch is dropped and 
the “ — ” sign is correctly replaced by 
the word “to.” I am very glad to see 
also that the jin scale, so beloved by 
engineers but hated by the whole 
building industry, has been entirely 
eliminated. 

On the subject of projection, or the 

relationship of plan and elevations on 


drawings, it seems to me that we ought 
to attempt to reach agreement with 
the American and Commonwealth 
countries on an acceptable system to 
be used by all; at the same time we 
should agree where on drawings it is 
most desirable to place sections in rela- 
tion to plans and elevations as this has 
not even been attempted in_ this 
revision. 

I stiil do not like the system of show- 
ing the position of hinging of windows, 
although I appreciate it is generally 
accepted in several industries, as it 
seems to me the precise reverse of the 
obvious. 

The remainder of the graphical sym- 
bols have benefited by the general 
overhaul, extension, and, particularly, 
by the rearranged and more logical 
grouping. I am _ surprised, however, 
that no welding symbols are included 
nor structural symbols for materials 
other than rolled steel such as steel 
tubes, aluminium, concrete and timber. 

The types of lines shown for indica- 
tion of plumbing, drainage, water, gas 
and similar services are adequate for 
normal architects’ working drawings, 
but I feel it would have been advan- 
tageous to have supplemented this in- 
formation with more detailed methods 
to be used on the specialist drawings 
of each trade as it is in these fields that 
confusion is so often experienced and 
explanations have to be added on each 
drawing which is wasteful of drawing 
office time. 

I notice that the extracts from the 
Ordnance Survey Conventional Signs 
have been eliminated, which is a reason- 
able step as they have little bearing on 
architects’ or builders’ drawings. 

The symbols to be used to indicate 
materials have been enormously 
expanded in a most acceptabie manner. 
There has always been difficulty in 
deciding how to show the various 
agreed hatchings on drawings of dif- 
ferent scales, but this seems now to 
have been solved in a very satisfactory 
manner. I am not sure that I prefer 
the use of words to describe the colours 
to be used without some colour indica- 
tion of their weight and shade as these 
only give limited guidance to the less 
knowledgeable, nor is the selection of 
approximately the same colour in 
pencils so easy without a guide; per- 
haps the giving of two or even four 
colour tabs (water colour and pencil for 
both section and elevation) might have 
made the publication too costly as 
colour printing is certainly expensive 
and accounts for the omission. 

In regard to the typical title panels 
for drawings I doubt that the revision 
shows any improvement, in spite of 
the changes, as the same essential in- 
formation, such as the scale of the 
drawing, may be in different places. I 
would suggest that the firm’s telephone 
number is sufficiently important to 


merit a note that it should be included. 
The two large scale details should 
serve as an excellent guide as to how 
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Practice 


drawings of this type should be pre- 
pared as they are good straightforward 
drawings setting a level of draughts- 
manship which all should be able to 
achieve; they are a very valuable addi- 
uon. The smaller scale drawing show- 
ing the number of plan units is a great 
improvement on the similar figure in 
the previous edition. 

I am glad the committee has retained 
the diagram on the folding drawings 
for filing and postage. I only wish 
more people would adopt this method 
more generally when transmitting 
drawings through the post. 

It is very regrettable that the com- 
mittee did not see its way to list the 
now numerous B.S. covering drawing 
materials and instruments as it would 
be helpful to those with less experience. 
There are notes on the selection of 
drawing papers and tracing cloth but 
they do not mention the appropriate 
B.S. nor is there any mention of the 
subject of selection of drawing instru- 
ments, pencils or drawing inks, all of 
which can aid greatly the preparation 
of good drawings. 

The notes on reproduction of draw- 
ings are helpful; it would have been 
useful to have included similar notes 
on the methods of storage of drawings 
which sc often leave much to be 
desired and is a frequent cause of later 
poor reproduction of copies. 

Standard methods of recording or 
registering drawings in offices would 
also have been a useful addition to the 


paragraph on the numbering of 
drawings. 
I should like to suggest that the 


responsible committee adds, as soon as 
possible, diagrams similar to Figs. 16 
and 17, which cover the numbering of 
stanchions and the marking of plans 
when steelwork is used, to cover timber 
and reinforced concrete structures as, 
in practice, the methods used appear to 
vary. 

Now that this revision, stated to have 
been sponsored.by the M.O.W. and the 
R.1.B.A., is issued it is to be hoped 
that it will be adopted much more 
generally than its predecessor through- 
industry under the 


out the building 
leadership of the architectural pro- 
fession. 


DUTCH UNCLE 


The Truscon Travelling 
Scholarship for the Study of Re- 
inforced Concrete Construction 

The Travelling Scholarship offered 
by The Trussed Concrete Steel Co., 
Ltd., details of which were given in the 
April 16 issue of the ARCHITECT & 
BUILDING Ngws has been awarded to 


Mr. G. Graham, Dip.Arch., A.R.I.B.A. 
of Nottingham. Mr. Graham will be 
accompanied by Mr. P. B. Wood, 


B.Sc.Tech., of the Company’s staff, to 
whom a similar Scholarship has been 
awarded. 
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FOR DECORATIVE FLOORS OF DIGNITY and DURABILITY 


Dunlop Rubber Flooring 
installed inthe London Commodity 
Larchanae, Plantation House, Mincing Lane 


The Semtex Comprehensive Flooring Service also includes SEMASTIC DECORATIVE 
TILES VINYL TILES + DESIGNED LINOLEUM * CORK TILES 


FLEXIMER JOINTLESS FLOORING 


INSTALLED BY 


SEMTEX LTD 


A DUNLOP COMPANY 


SEMTEX HOUSI rHE BROADWAY WELSH HARP LONDON, N.W.9 Telephone: HENDON 6543 
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© The brontosaurus disappeared, we are told, because batch must be of the same standard.” 
he failed to adapt himself to his environment.” 
: Phat’s more than I can be sure of with our 
“Now. where might that observation, unusual men splashing around im water and sand. What 
: for an architect, be leading 2” headaches Carlite can save us contractor 
subject that concerns contractors too — the Not a headache — if I may borrou 
disappearance of sand-based plasters in favour. of a hogshead! Does a better job too. Carlit 
4 Carlite — the modern . . .” only 
“2. pre-mixed vermiculite plaster, yes? Do is better, And here's something for you builders. Carlit 
you yourself specify Carlite 2” weighs less than half as much as sand-based plaster.” 
“Of course. Then I know my specification cannot “That would relieve us of some prodigious 
fail to be met exactly. Because Carlite is pre-mixed weight-lifting feats. Carlite sounds like the 
it can be exactly controlled at the factory. Every kind of specification it’s a pleasure to meet.” 


For full details of Carlite write to: The Carlisle Plaster & Coment Cocklakes. Car 


The Gotham Company Lid., Nottingham 
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GUARD RAIL 


(INSULATION TILES 


3-PLY ROOFING 


FOAMED SLAG CONCRETE 


RENDERING WITH COLOURED 
MATRIX ANDO EXPOSED 
AGGREGATE OF BLACK 
GRANITE CHIPPINGS 


1.3 CEMENT-SAND RENDERING 


4'/a" BRICKWORK 


CAVITY 


3“ CLINKER ‘BLOCKS 


Sig" PLASTER* TYPICAL BAY 
SCALE : 
RC. COLS AT 10-0 CC 


Sie" EBONITE STRIP 


BULLNOSE QUARRY TILE 


PLAN AA 
/4° ASPHALTE TANKING 


3° BRICK-ON-EOGE 


PLAN AT BB 


UNTREATED AT 
CORNERS 


VERTICAL SECTION SCALE FOR DETAILS: |" = 2'-O" 


WALL DETAIL BOROUGH POLYTECHNIC NEW BUILDING LONDON NORMAN 4% DOAWBARN 
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WALL DETAIL: BOROUGH POLYTECHNIC NEW-BUILDING 


ARCHITECTS: NORMAN & DAWBARN 


t 
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“SPS rm, OF COLOURFUL INTEREST 


wl School floors 


for durability plus beauty 


" 
ry Accotile 
F L O R 1 N G 


When opportunities for attractive colour harmonies and 


infinitely variable design are allied to tough, wear-resisting properties 


the perfect floor results. Accotile the modern tile-flooring, 
made in 22 colours provides this ideal surface for modern schools 
at low cost. Easy to lav and to clean, constant in colour throughout, 


with good non-slip characteristics, Accotile is available in standard ACCOTILE DIE-CUT INSETS 
ses 12° x 12” and 9 x 9”. } , thick Apy ) Suaciaites Available in any combination of our colour range Animals, 
sizes Ie - an > O hu proves cialis 
i Decorative Designs, Numerals and Letters are pictured in 
Contractors have over 90 branches and depots for laying » colourful Accotile, for working into a floor design, Send 
4 ee ff every type throughout th seated }) for illustrated Colour Range Booklet, publication No. 305, 
Accotile yuile ys t oughor e cou y- 
al British Registered Trade Mark 663698, Armstrong Cork Company 
Limited, Registered sera. 


ARMSTRONG CORK COMPANY LIMITED, Flooring Department, BUSH HOUSE, ALDWYCH, LONDON, W.C.2. Telephone: CHAncery 6281 
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Architects consu 


INDUSTRIAL ENGINEERING LTD. 


SPECIALISTS IN THE RECONSTRUCTION, SHEETING AND GLAZING OF ALL TYPES 
OF INDUSTRIAL ROOFS—INCLUDING WATERPROOFING BY THE MASTICON PROCESS 


Industrial Engineering Ltd. have more than 
30. years’ practical experience the 


Maintenance, reconstruction water- 


proofing, by the Masticon process, of 


industrial roofing, gutters glazing. 
This experience is backed by a country- 
wide organisation, the services of which 


are at your command at all umes. 


Wherever your works are situated, a per- 
manent staff of skilled labour is available 
immediately. Consultations with Technical 
Advisory Departments and District Repre- 
sentatives, inspection of roofs, a complete 
report, a specification of the work con- 
sidered necessary, and estimates are available 


without charge or obligation. 


Write for Brochure giving full details 


INDUSTRIAL ENGINEERING LTD. - HEAD CFFICE: MELLIER HOUSE - ALBEMARLE STREET - LONDON, W.1 


BRANCHES IN ALL PRINCIPAL INDUSTRIAL CENTRES 


Phone : HYDE PARK 1411 
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L ENGINEERS | 


"STRUCTURA 


STEELWORK 
ERECTED _ 


ALL cLassEs © 
DESIGNED & 


NEW FLOORS for OLD 


Floors of all Types 
Repaired and Renewed 
FLOOR RENOVATIONS Ltd 


36 LAURISTON RD.,E.8, Phone : AMH 5471-2 
Sandpapering machines for hire 


COVERITE 
(ASPHALTERS) LTD 
PALACE GATES STN. N22 Bowes Park 


Specify 


CERRUX 


DECORATIVE PAINTS | | 


CELLON LTD., KINGSTON-ON-THAMES 


Londons Finest newssecondhaiid Value 
PLAN CHESTS 
Weed Office 
Filing Cabinets 
Safes Chairs etc 


378-380 EUSTON ROAD LONDON - 


A AIR COMPRESSORS 
x PNEUMATIC TOOLS 


OPEN 


BUILDING 


ALFORD U.C. a) 20 houses, with 
roads and sewers at Chauntry Road. (b) 
Messrs. Wills, Sons and Nicholls, The 
Hall, Romen Bank, Skegness. (c) 3gns. 
AMPTHILL R.C. ) 6 eanaitiini and 
3 houses at (b) Engineer and 
Surveyor, 12, Dunstable Street. (d) 
June 30 

ASHINGTON U.C. (a) 80 houses at 
Darnley Road b) Engineer and Sur- 
veyor, Town Hall. (c) 2gns. (e) June 29. 
(a) 7 aged per- 
Ham site. (b) 
Municipal Buildings 


BASINGSTOKE B.C. 
sons’ dwellings, South 
Borough Architect, 

gens 

BIRMINGHAM CC. (a) (Contract 283) 
6 flats at Windsor Road, Stirchley; (Con- 
tract 295) 7 houses at Horrell Road, 
Sheldon: (Contract 305) 4 flats at Frank- 
lin Road, Kings Norton; (Contract 311A) 
3 houses at the Rednal House Estate. (b) 
City Engineer, Civic Centre, 1. (c) 2gns 

each contract d) June 22. 

BROMLEY B.C. (a) 9 flats, Longfield 
te, London Road. (b) Borough En- 
Municipal Offices, with details of 
imilar schemes undertaken and names of 


gineer, 


two referees. (c) 2gns. (d) June 22. 

BROMSGROVE U.C. (a) 20 houses, 
Charford Estate. (b) Engineer and Sur- 
veyor, Council House. c) 3gns. e) 


July 

a) 8 shops and flats 
City Surveyor, 18, 
2gns. (e) July 4 


CARLISLE C.C. 
it Harraby b) 
Fisher Street c 
6 bungalows at Ked- 
Engineer and Surveyor, 
Clare, Sudbury, Suffolk. (c) 
July 3 


CLARE R.C. (a 
ington b 
Stonehall, 


a) Alterations, addi- 
tions, etc., to the second class bath at the 
Public Baths, Old Westgate. (b) Borough 
Architect, Town Hall. (e) July 1. 


DEWSBURY B.C. 


EAST RIDING C.C. 
it Leconfield, 
Architect, 
e) July 3 


a) Primary school 
near Beverley. (b) County 
County Hall, Beverley. £2. 


(a) (1) 2 flats 
Mendlesham and (2) 2 


EAST SUFFOLK C.C. 


for midwives at 


flats for midwives at Hollesley. (b) County 
Architect, County Hall, Ipswich. c) 
2gns each scheme. d) June 22. (e 
July 8 


GOLBORNE U.C, (a) 32 houses and 
10 bungalows at Culcheth. (b) Engineer 
and Surveyor, Council Offices, Lowton, 
near Warrington. (c) S5gns. (e) July 4. 

HIGH WYCOMBE B.C. (a) 106 dwell- 
ings, Hatters Farm Estate. (b) Borough 


Engineer, Municipal Offices. (c) 2gns 
e) July 
KINGSBRIDGE RC. (a) 3 pairs of 


galows; 3 pairs of houses and 1 block 
of 5 houses, Stoke Fleming b) Cc 
Webber, Manor House. (c) 2gns cheque 
payable to Council. (d) June 22 
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CCL 


ENGERT & ROLFE LTD 
INODOROUS FELTS 
FROM STOCK 


LONDON E 14 EN EASt 1441 


PICKERINGS' 


LIFTS 


STOCKTON-ON-TEES. Tel.: 
LONDON OFFICE 
116 VICTORIA ST., S.W.1. 


65278 | 


Tel.: VIC 9860 


ENGLISH TIMBERS 


Oak Planks 
Half-Timbering, or scantling to size 


for Building and Joinery Trades, 
for Cills, 


Architects’ designs for Panelling and 
exclusive furniture faithfully interpreted 


GATES AND OAK DOORS 
A SPECIALITY 


Seasoned quartered boards for 

Panelling, etc Machining done and Joinery 

manufactured for the trade. Gates and Fencing 
Established 1884 


WYCKHAM BLACKWELL Ltd. 


Hampton-in-Arden, BIRMINGHAM 
HAMPTON-IN-ARDEN, 3 


Flooring, 


Telephone 


Tele : TEMple Bar 4522 


CLOCKS | 

FOR BUILDINGS 
nquiries to 


WILD'S ENGINEERING & CONTRACTING CO. | 


Clock Department 
10, MUSEUM STREET, LONDON, W.C.! 
Est. over 30 years. 


EBONITE 
FLOORING STRIP 
MANY TYPES AND SIZES 


EBONITE SINK WASTES 


ROD TUBE SHEET 
& TURNED PARTS 


Manufacturers 


The BRITISH EBONITE CO. LTD. 
NIGHTIMGALE RD., HANWELL. LONDON, W.7 
ENQUIRIES INVITED. EALING 0125 


| 
| ; 
| 
ASPHALT | | 
WORK 
TO ALL BSS P| 
CON | 
Aone £51325 | 
| 
> 
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wellgate. 


(b) City Architect, Stamp End. 
(c) 2gns. 


(e) July 20. 


LONDON—ACTON B.C. (a) 12 lock- 
up garages at the Vale Estate, W.3. (b) 
Borough Engineer, Town Hall, W.3. (e) 
June 26. 


*LONDON—CHINGFORD B.C. (a) 
24 houses at Gommes Farm. (b) 
Borough Engineer, Town Hall, E.4.  (c) 
2gns. (e) See page 30. 


LONDON— DEPTFORD BC. (a) 3 
houses and 4 flats, Napier Street, S.E.8. 
(b) Borough Engineer, Town Hall, New 


Cross, S.E. (c) 2gns. July 1. 
LONDON—ISLINGTON BC. (a) 70 
dwellings in 1 ten-storey block, 1 five- 


storey block and 1 four-storey block, 
Mildmay Centre site, Newington Green 
Road, N.1. (b) Town Clerk, Islington 
Town Hall, Upper Street, N.1., with 
references of ability to undertake rein- 
forced concrete work in tall buildings. 
(c) 3gns. (d) June 25. (e) Aug. 12 


LONDON—MERTON AND MOR- 
DEN U.C, (a) Block of 12 flats at West 
Barnes’ Lane. (b) Council’s Clerk, 
Morden Hall, S.W.19. (c) 3gns.  (d) 
June 29. July 


NORTON RC. (a) (1) 4 houses at 
Langton and (2) 2 houses at Westow. 
(b) Council’s Architect, Council Offices, 
Welham Road, Norton, Malton; stating 
sites. (c) lgn each site. (e) June 29. 


NOTTINGHAM C.C. (a) General re- 
pairs to the Castle Museum and grounds. 
(b) City Engineer, Guildhall. (c) £2. (e) 
June 30. 


PICKERING R.C. (a) 2 houses at 
Middleton and 2 houses at Normanby. 
(b) Council Offices, 20, Eastgate.  (c) 
2gns. (e) June 


PLYMPTON ST. MARY "RC. (a) 9 
houses and 1 shop with living accom- 


modation at Woodford, Plympton St. 
Mary. (b) Council’s Clerk, Council 
Offices. (c) 2gns. (e) July 2 


ROYTON U.C. (a) 2 houses at Park 


Street. (b) ger and Surveyor, Town 
Hall. (c) 2gm. ) Jul y 3. 


*SADDLEWORTH U.C. (a) 104 per- 
manent dwelling houses and 12 flats, Carr 
Barn Estate. (b) Messrs. Howard and 
Benson, Greenfield, 88, Mosley Street, 
Manchester 2. (c) 2gns cheques payable 
to Council. © ay 6. a page 30. 


SAFFRON WALDEN B.C. (a) (1) 6 
pairs of houses and (2) road and site 
works at Litthke Walden and (3) 5 pairs 
of houses and (4) road. and site works 
at Sewards End. (b) Borough Engineer, 
Municipal Offices. (c) 2gns each scheme. 
(e) July 22. 


SAFFRON WALDEN R.C._ (a) 6 
bungalows at Quendon and _ Rickling, 
Essex. (b) Council’s Clerk, Council 
Offices, Debden Road. (e) July 4. 


SCOTLAND—TAYPORT BC. (a) 28 
houses at Cupar Road (all or separate 
trades). 
Son, Central Chambers, Kirkcaldy. (e) 
June 26. 


SOUTHEND-ON-SEA B.C. (a) 4 
arages at the Industrial Estate.  (b) 
orough Architect, Municipal Buildings, 
Clarence Road. (c) £2. (e) June 30. 


(a) 3 cottages at Greet- | 


(b) Messrs. James Gentles and | 
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ARCHITECTURAL IRONWORK 


Since 1885 


HOTCHKISS LIMITED 


ASHFORD ROAD, EASTBOURNE. 2424 


ASPHALTE WORK 


OFFICE FURNITURE 
AND 
STEEL EQUIPMENT 
Enquiries to 
H. R. WOODHOUSE-WILD 
10 MUSEUM STREET, LONDON, W.C.! 
Telephone : TEMple Bar 4.22 
KEEN PRICES 


One of the * Red Hand” 
quality roofing felts 


D. ANDERSON & SON LTD., Stretford, Manchester 


PLIGHTNING CONDUCTORS 
J.W. GRAY & SONLTD. 


37, RED LION ST., HIGH HOLBORN 
LONDON, W.C.1. Tele. Chancery 870! /2 


STEEPLEJACKS 


MU LL EN 
LUMSDEN 


LIMITED 
Contractors and 
Joinery Specialists 
41 EAGLE STREET, HOLBORN, 
LONDON, W.C.1. 


Telephones : 
LONDON: CROYDON: 
CHAncery 7422/3/4 ADDiscombe 1264 | 
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SHERBORNE U.C. a) 30 
Harbour Road with roads, sewers, drains, 
etc. b) Messrs. Petter Warren and 
Roydon Cooper, The Old Oxford Inn, 
West Hendford, Yeovil. e) £5 e 
July 8. 


houses at 


SOUTH SHIELDS B.C. (a) 6 garages 


at Thornholme Avenue, South Shields. 


b) Borough Engineer, Town Hall. (c) 
2gns. e) June 29. 
STROOD R.C. a) 148 houses, Bells 
Lane, Hoo. (b) Engineer and Surveyor, 
Council Offices, Frindsbury Hill. Cc) 
5gns. (e) July 15 


TRENT RIVER BOARD. (a) Pollution 
and fisheries laboratories and caretaker’s 
flat at Meadow Lane, Nottingham. (b) 
Board’s Clerk, 206, Derby Road, Not- 
tingham. (c) £5. (e) July 13. 


WALSALL B.C. (a) Block of 4 maison- 


ettes at Bath Street. b) Borough En- 
gineer, Council House. c) 2gns € 
July 3. 


* * 


WORSLEY U.C. (a) 16 


aged persons’ 
dwellings, 2 club rooms 


and Warden’s 


house at the Jackson Fold site, Bolton 
Road, Walkden b) Council’s Clerk, 
Town Hall, Walkden, Mancheste c) 
2gns. 

PLACED 


Notes on contracts placed state locality and 
authority in bold type with (1) type of work, 
(2) site, (3) name of contractor and address, 
(4) amount of tender or estimate. + denotes 
that work may not start pending final 
acceptance, or obtaining of licence, or 
modification of tenders, etc. 
FELTHAM U.D.C. (1 


515 dwellings, 


roads and sewerage. (2) Sparrow Farm 
Estate. (3) The Bunting Construction Co., 
Ltd., 73, Acre Lane, London, S.W.2. (4 


THURROCK U.D.C. (1) 


providing 113 dwellings, 


Redevelopment 
26 shops. (2) 


Tilbury 3) Richard Costain, Ltd., Dol- 
phin Square, London, S.W.1. 4 
£379,722. 


SHEFFIELD CORPORATION. 1) 
Housing contracts. (2) Hackenthorpe and 
Manor Park Estates. 3) J. F. Finnegan 
Sheffield), Ltd., £169,547; F. Ridal and 
Sons (Builders), Ltd., £76,449; J. M. 
Sevel, Ltd., £89,799; T. V. Simpson, 
£68,925; Wm. Memory and Sons, Ltd., 
£54,315; C. L. Marcroft, Ltd., £53,897; 
Reeves Charlesworth, Ltd., £54,598; W. 
Redmile and Sons, Ltd., £51,293; M. J. 
Gleeson, Ltd., £48,675. All of Sheffield. 


SOUTH SHIELDS 
houses, shops, etc. (2 
3) Myton, Ltd., Clough Read, Hull, 
£751,617 1) 54 houses. 3), Direct 
Latour. (4) £74, 500. 


BA 1) 529 


Simonside Estate. 


PORTLAND VU. D.C. (1) 94 houses, 48 
flats. (2) Verne Common. 3) Reema 
Construction, Ltd., Milford Manor, Salis- 


bury. (4) £219,177. 
ABINGDON B.C. 1) 45 flats. 2) 
Northcourt Road. (3) T. H. Kingerlee 


and Sons, Ltd., 35a, Queen Street, 
Oxford. (4) £71,127. 
MIDDLESBROUGH  T.C. 1) 104 
houses. (2) Park End Estate. (3) Direct 
Labour. (4) £140,154. (1) 112 “ Unity” 
houses. (2) Park End. (3) Unity Struc- 
tures (London), Ltd., London. 
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“Seacliff” Brand Engraving Bronze, 


ENGRAVING 
re ETA LS hand or machine engraved plates. 


lifford 


BIRMINGHAM 30 and 


Engraving Brass, Inscription Brass. 


. . « In sheet or strip for all types of 


ESTABLISHED 1767 


CHARLES CLIFFORD LIMITED, DOG POOL 


Offices 


MILLS, 


FAZELEY ST. MILLS, BIRMINGHAM 5 


London, Glasgow, Manchester & Dublin M-w.86 


Now! ‘impossible’ surfaces 
safely painted 


with 


Among the many features of superiority 


FOURTH ... FABRIGUARD 


in Hangers FABRIGUARD are four 
that have especial value, whether it is 
specified for use in renovation or for 
painting new structures 


FIRST FABRIGUARD 
is safe to use on surfaces normally 
considered difficult, or indeed impossible 
for ordinary paint treatment 


SECOND FABRIGUARD 
is so easily applied, either by spraying 
or with an ordinary distemper brush, 
that it effects substantial economies in 
labour costs. 


THIRD FABRIGUARD 
dries so quickly to a rubber-like finish 
that it is washable or scrubbable only 
24 hours after application, making it 
the ideal decorating material wherever 


washability and hygiene is important 


is available in either Flat or Porcelain 
Gloss finish, for interior work, or 
Porcelain Gloss finish for exterior 
surfaces 


Proved on Contracts 


Exhaustively tested on numerous impor- 
tant contracts, throughout the country, 
FABRIGUARD has proved safe and 
effective in use on new plaster, cement, 
asbestos cement or brickwork, without 
risk of peeling or discoloration. It 1s 
Alkali and Acid-resisting, Petrol and Oil- 
proof, proof against bleeding of Bitumen 
and Creosote, and Fire-retarding 


New Plaster @ Limewash 


Old Plaster @ Previously Distempered 


Hardboard Surfaces 


Softtboard @ New Cement 
Wood @ Old Cement 
Creosoted Wood @ Asbestos Cement 


FABRIGUARD IS SUCCESSFUL ON 


EMULSO - PLASTIC 
PAINT 


It can be applied from one to two weeks 
after rendering, saving months of wait- 
ing; and it normally requires only 
4 hours’ drying time between coats. 


FABRIGUARD could solve, economic- 
ally and to your complete satisfaction, 
those especially difficult decoration 
problems which occur in your practice. 


@ Brickwork 
@ Roofing Felt 
@ Non-Ferrous Metals 
Previously Painted Surfaces 
@ Bitumen-Coated 
Corrugated Iron 


For Technical Bulletin and details of FABRIGUARD Contracts, write to :— 


The Technical Director 


HANGERS PAINTS LTD.., 


HULL 


ALSO LONDON, 
BIRMINGHAM, 


LIVERPOOL 
GLASGOW 
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SLIDING 
TED 


OOR GEAR 


ELLARD “ Estate"’ Sliding Door Gear has again been specified for alarge 
housing estate: the People’s Houses, Canterbury, Kent 


Sliding Door Gear offers maximum economy in use of space 


Estate 


For easy access and efficient action, garage doors should be fitted with 
ELLARD ‘‘Radial’’ Sliding Door Gear. The illustratior below shows a 
typical domestic garage with sliding doors running on ELLARD “‘Radial’”’ 
Door Gear. 


ELLARD Sliding Door Gear has been specified for flats and housing schemes by; London 
County Council; Canterbury and Peterborough Corporations; Eston, Mexborough, 
Rushden, Sawbridgeworth and Wellingborough U.D.C.s; Easington and Sedgefield 
R.D.C.s;and for British Railways Housing Estate, Southall; Coronation Bungalows, South 


. Shields ; Kyces Settlement Estate, Watford ; Newton Aycliffe and Stevenage New Towns. “ = al 

CLARKE ELLARD ENGINEERING CO. LTD. 

Works Road, Letchworth, Herts. Tl: 634 


Lighting Schemes 
and Installations. 


Our Technical and Advisory De- 
partment is freely at the disposal 


of Architects, Shepfitters and 
: Builders who are desirous of 
es verifying lighting, heating or power 
€ details. Our long experience of 
Government and Civil contracts 
i enables us to co-operate with 
: excellent resufts. All enquiries to this department are 
A treated in the strictest confidence, without charge or 
obligation, of course 

ELECTRA (B'HAM 1935) LTD. 
12 BARWICK STREET, BIRMINGHAM, 3 

Telephones : Central'3/30 & 3139. 


London Office: Rupert Court, Wardour St., W.!. 


BRANCHES IN LEEDS, EASTBIOURNE & SCARBOROUGH 


3 
~ | | | 


and a wise man, too, for the 
advantages of Ashathene are 
many. Besides reducing the 
cost of the electrical installa- 
tion, Ashathene has the features 
of higher voltage breakdown 
value, higher insulation resistance, greater 
safety factor plus better mechanical properties. 
Furthermore, Ashathene is unaffected by 
atmospheric conditions or sunlight and has 
excellent fire-resisting qualities. Factors like 
these ensure a cable which will give long and 
trouble-free service. When you _ specify 
ASHATHENE you specify 


HIGHER DIELECTRIC—Polythene in- 
sulated cores have a measured insulation 
resistance more than 100 times that of 
similar rubber insulated material. 


HIGHER VOLTAGE INSULATION—High 
voltage tests on Ashathene Cable show a 
factor of safety 1.6 times greater than the 
equivalent rubber insulation on the same 
size of cable. 


BETTER FIRE-RESISTING QUALITIES 
—The P.V.C. used on the sheathing of 
Ashathene will not support or spread a 
flame and, unlike rubber, is self-extinguish- 
ing when the flame is removed. 


STRONGER MECHANICAL PROPER- 
TIES—Ashathene is a tough flexible cable 
which is unaffected by climatic conditions. 
Compared with rubber, polythene insulated 
conductors will withstand over twice the 
mechanical pressure without an electrical 
failure occurring. 


THERMOPLASTIC Lable 
INSULATED 


Ashathene is manufactured in 


all standard izes} and also 
S.W.A. & D.W.A. classes 
Please send for details & lists. 


AERIALITE LTD. STALYBRIDGE CHESHIRE 


DU 
LAWRENCE ROAD, LONDON, N.1I5 


Joinery 
Division (F) 
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BLOOMSBURY 


An enamel that has won a place in the front rank of decorative and protective finishes. 
Made in a variety of attractive shades, this enamel gives a superlative finish of lasting character. 
Specified by leading architects all over the country where a perfect job is the objective. 


Write for descriptive literature and colour cards to the sole manufacturers : 


CHARLES TURNER & SON LTD. 


HOUSE, 165 HIGH HOLBORN, LONDON, W.C.1. 


WY j Fy 


Permanently Pleasing 
PERMACOTE 


SATIN EMULSION PAINT 
FOR WALLS & CEILINGS 


PRIMER - UNDERCOAT 
FINISH - ALL IN ONE 
For interiors and exteriors use 
PERMACOTHE, suitable for 
almost any surface, porous or 
non-porous, including wood, 
plaster, concrete, asbestos 
sheeting, stonework, wall- 
board, brick, glass, etc. Easily 
applied and very quick drying, 
PERMACOTE is the perfect 
satin finish for walls and ceil- 
ings. It isodourless, washable, 
elastic and durable ; it resists 
fire and is available in a wide 
variety of colours. Full des- 
criptive leaflet and colour 
chart on request. 


Sole Manufacturers 


SOLIGNUM LTD., 30, Nortok Street, London, W.C.2 


FACTORY FRAMEWORK UTILISING 60’-0* SPAN ROOF TRUSSES 


STRUCTURAL STEELWORK 
BY 


THE NORTHARC ORGANISATION 
260 LANGHAM ROAD. 
% PHONE: BOWES PARK 3757 & 7548 


STEEL WINDOWS. Largest merchant stock in England. Domestic, Industrial, Agricultural 
indows. Doors, Horizonta! Bar type, sub-light type, small pane type, all in abundance. 
vials qauick*delivery 

ASBESTOS CEMENT GOODS. Largest merchant stock in England. 3in. and 6in. Corrugated. 
Flat Sheets. Rainwater goods. 

CONCRETE REINFORCEMENTS. 3in. mesh, 12} gauge, secondhand weathered, 2 Ib. sq 
yard, rolls 25 yds 10ft. Selected quality 60 - roll equals Od. yard. Unselected quality 
50/- roll equals 7id. yard 

TARPAULINS. Ex Government, thoroughly reconditioned and guaranteed, Cotton Duck, 

reen. 18 x 12 £6 each. 18 « 15 £6/15/- each 

CHAIN LINK FENCING. All sizes, gauges and meshes available at once, ex stock 

WELSH SLATES. Al) sizes, new and guaranteed, sound, secondhand 

SECONDHAND BUILDERS’ PLANT. Steps, Trestles, Tarpaulins, Trucks, always on sale 

PLANT HIRE. Al! building plant immediately available for hire 

RAILWAY SLEEPERS. ‘Road Quality Gin 10in Sin., 15/- each delivered 

SOMMERFELD TRACK. Rolls 25 yds 10ft.with rods jin. diameter, every 9in., £13/10 - 
per roll. 

BRICKS. Secondhand Lordon Stocks. Unselected £7.10 per 1,000. Selected £9 per 
1,000 


SCAFFOLD POLES. New, 4in. butts, 20ft. long, very suitable for Flag Poles, 25 - each 
DUST SHEETS. Heavy Bolton Twill, brass eyeletted, 12 9, 4 lb., 37 6 each x 
3 26/- each 
LINING PAPER, White, Heavy, Quality 480, ] - per rol! in 120 roll lots, 
ALL INFORMATION AND PRICES GIVEN TO THE BEST OF OUR KNOWLEDGE, 
BUT NOT GUARANTEED AND SUBJECT TO CONFIRMATION WHEN ORDERING. 
H. an HILL LTD. (Wholesale Builders’ Merchants) 


27 MAXTED ROAD — PECKHAM — LONDON, S.E.I5 
Telephone: New Cross 3696/7 


BUILD WITH HILL 
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TO THE ARCHITECT= | 
SURVEYOR AND BUILDER 


Yours the problem- | 


Harveys the answer! 


Whenever the question of where -to- 
get, not only Tanks, but Cisterns and 
Cylinders arises-. remember Harveys. 
Our illustration shows a typical “‘ Harco” 
product—unsurpassed for soundness of 
construction and galvanized after 
manufacture for lasting use. Get all 
supplies from your Builders’ Merchant. 


For full information of all ranges write 


for Pocket List A 873. 


Cu. (London) Ltd.) 
ondon , $.€.7) 


There are sound reasons why important Housing Schemes 


all over Britain employ Magnet Service for Standard 


Joinery, Doors, Windows, Cupooards, etc. 


Magnet Service saves valuable time, cuts out delays, 


reduces costs, and helps to ensure completion on schedule. 


The Magnet countrywide organisation holds ample supplies 
of kilned and air-conditionedtimber. Stocks are sufficient 
for instant delivery, to cope with any emergency. Our 
highly skilled staff, working in three up-to-date factories, 
are waiting to meet your demands. 


on schedule ... 
part of Timber Yard with a! 


¥& Illustration on right shows To ensure completion 


Write for free literature to 


WHITLEY STREET, BINGLEY, YORKS. Phone: Bingley 3547 (3 lines) 
LOVE LANE, ASTON, BIRMINGHAM. Phone: Aston Cross 3291 (3 lines) 
LONDON ROAD, GRAYS, ESSEX. Phone: Tilbury 77 (5 lines) 


| ‘ | 
Woolwich Rd i 
. 
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ANNOUNCEMENTS 


e CONTRACTS” e 


TENDERS 


Close for press Ist post Monday for following Thursday Issue 


APPOINTMENTS 


The engagement of persons answering these ad- 
must be made through the local office 
ne Ministry of Labour and National Service, etc.. 


59 inclusive, 
er is excepted from the provisions of The 
ification of 


acancies Order 1952. 


BOROUGH OF OLDBURY. 


APPOINTMENT OF ARCHITECTURAL 
ASSISTANTS 


PPLICATIONS are invited for the under- 

mentioned appointments in the Architects’ 
Section of the Borough Surveyor’s Department 

(a) ASSISTANT ARCHITECT, Grade A.P.T. 


Via) (Housing) 
ARCHITECT, Grade A.P.T. 


(b) ASSISTANT 
Via) (Education) 

(c) ARCHITECTURAL ASSISTANT, 
A.P.T. IV 

(d) ARCHITECTURAL ASSISTANT, 
A.P.T. 

Applicants for appointments (a) and (b) should 
be qualified members of the R.1.B.A. and prefer- 
ably having previous experience with a local 
authority. Candidates for (a) should be experienced 
in the layout of contemporary housing schemes, the 
design and construction of municipal houses, flats 
and shopping centres, and capable of administering 
building contracts 

For appointment (b) candidates should be quali- 
fied to ake charge of the maintenance of education 
and public buildings, including the preparation of 
estimates, working drawings and specifications and 
administration of building contracts. 

Applicants for appointments (c) and (d) should 
pa Intermediate R.I.B.A. status or its equiva- 
ent and have had: practical experience in the pre- 
paration of working drawings, details and specifi- 
cations for houses, flats and alterations to public 
buildings and be able to supervise building con- 
tracts 

The appointments will be subject (a) to the con- 
ditions of the service of the National Joint Council 
for Local Authorities Administrative, Professional, 
Technical and Clerical Service, (b) to the Local 
Government Superannuation Act, 1937, and (c) to 
the successful candidate passing a medical examina- 
tion 

Applications, giving particulars of age, experi 
ence, etc., together with the names of twe referees, 
should be addressed to the padersigned not later 
than Monday, 29th June, 1953 

KENNETH PEARCE. 
Town Clerk. 


[7147 


Grade 


Grade 


Municipal Buildings, 
OLDBURY 


BOROUGH OF MACCLESFIELD. 


APPOINTMENT OF ASSISTANT 
ARCHITECT. 


PPLICATIONS are invited for the appoint- 
ment of ASSISTANT ARCHITECT in the 
Borough Architect's Department 
Applicants should have passed the Intermediate 
Examination of the R.I.B.A. and the position will 
be within the A.P.T. Grades III to IV (£525- 
£600) according to experience. 
Form of application may be obtained from the 
undersigned to whom it should be returned by 


3th June, 1953. 
WALTER ISAAC, 
Town Clerk. 
Town Hall, 
Macclesfield, 


June, 1953 [7156 


NORTHERN. POLYTECHNIC 
HOLLOWAY, LONDON, N.7 


HE Governing Body 


invite immediate 
tions for ‘ULL- 


appointment as J TIME 
LECTURER in the SCHOOL OF ARCHITEC- 
TURE, Candidates must be Associates of the 
Royal Institute of British es by examina- 
tion, and have had professional erience after 
qualifying. The teacher appointed will be required 
to undertake duties as a Studio Master in the 
post-Intermediate course and to lecture on tech- 
nical subjects associated with Architecture in 
which he has particular interest and experience 
Salary scale £940% 425 to £1,040, plus London 
Allowance. Form of application, together with full 
particulars, will be forwarded on receipt of a 
stamped, addressed foolscap envelove 
R. H. CURRELL, 


Clerk 
{71 


APPOINTMENTS—contd. 


COUNTY BOROUGH OF ROTHERHAM. 


APPOINTMENT OF CHIEF ASSISTANT 
ARCHITECT GRADE VIII 


AMENDED ADVERTISEMENT 


PPLICATIONS are invited for the 
appointment in the Architects’ 
the office of E. J. Manson, B.Eng., A.M.1LC.E., 
Borough Engineer, at a salary in accordance with 
Grade III of the A.P.T. Division of Scales £760- 


£835. 

Applicants must be Registered Architects and 
Associate Members of the Royal Institute of 
British Architects and have had considerable ex- 
perience in design, construction and contract ad 
ministration preferably with a local authority par 
ticularly in connection with housing schemes 

HOUSING ACCOMMODATION WILL BE 
AVAILABLE FOR THE SUCCESSFUL APPLI 
CANT IF REQUIRED 

Applications, to be 
Architect, stating gge, qualifications, architectural 
training and details of experience together with 
copies of three recent testimonials should be re 
ceived by me not later than July 6th, 1953 

Canvassing will disqualify 

JOHN S. WALL, 
Town Clerk 


above 
Department in 


endorsed Chief Assistant 


Municipal Offices, 
Rotherham. [7150 


COUNTY BOROUGH OF GRIMSBY. 


BOROUGH ENGINEER & SURVEYOR’S 
DEPARTMENT. 
APPOINTMENT OF ARCHITECTURAL 
ASSISTANT 


APPLICATIONS are invited for the appoint 
ment of ARCHITECTURAL ASSISTANT 
in the Architectural Section of the above Depart 
ment in accordance with the conditions of service 
and scale of saiary of the National Joint Council 
for A.P.T. Grade V (salary £595-£645 per annum). 

The appointment is terminable by one month's 
notice on either side and is subject to the provisions 
of the Local Government Superannuation Act, 
1937. The successful candidate will be required 
to —_ a medical examination 

pplications stating age, 


qualifications and 
details of experience, 


together with copies of two 


recent testimonials, must be suitably endorsed and ~ 


delivered to the undersigned not later 
post on Friday, 3rd July, 1953 
V. OLDFIELD, 
Borough Engineer & Surveyor 
Municipal Offices, 
Town Hall Square, 
GRIMSBY 


than first 


{7157 


BRADFORD EDUCATION COMMITTEE 
TECHNICAL COLLEGE, 


ARCHITECTURAL draughtsman for precast 
ment of SENIOR LECTURER in the De 
partment of Civil Engineering, Architecture and 
Building in the College 

Special qualifications are desired in Architecture 
and in Surveying, including the Associateships of 
the Royal Institute of British Architects and of the 
Royal Institution of Chartered Surveyors 

The salary scale for men, which is according to 
the Burnham Technical Award, will be from 
£1,040 to £1,190 per annum 

Further particulars and forms of application may 
be obtained from the Director of Education, Town 
Hall, Bradford, 1, and completed forms should be 
returned to the Principal of the College as soon 
as possible 


BRADFORD 


A. SPALDING 
Director of Education 
{715¢ 


ARCHWAY GROUP HOSPITAL 
MANAGEMENT COMMITTEE 


I UILDING SUPERVISOR (Salary £500 * £20 
£600, plus London Weighting). Building trade 
snpenniiaseiin desirable. Duties include preparation 
of plans and specifications for all work in the Group 
checking of contractors’ work and accounts; advis 
ing on direct labour work. Whitley Council condi- 
tions of service as for Group Clerk of Works 
Applications giving age, experience and qualifica 
tions to Group Secretary, 46, Cholmeley Park, N.6 
within 10 days. [7166 


CONTRACTS 


BOROUGH OF CHINGFORD. 


ERECTION OF HOUSES--GOMMES FARM 


invited for the ERECTION of 24 


"TENDERS are 
ACHED HOUSES on the above 


SEMI-DET 

site 

Bills of Quantitic s and Conditions 
warded applic ation to the Bor 
Hall, Chingford, E.4 
a denosit a two guineas returnable in respect 
of a bona fide tender 

Sealed tenders in plain envelopes 
“GO:AMES FARM HOUSES ” to be 
the undersigned not 
nesday, July Ist, 195 
this ume will not be 

The Council 
the lowest or any tender 


FRANCIS J 


will be for 
ugh Engineer, 
and upon payment of 
only 
endorsed 
delivered to 
later i on Wed 
ceived after 


to accept 


o'DOWD 
Town Clerk 
Town Hall 


Chingford 
London, E.4 


SADDLEWORTH URBAN DISTICT 
COUNCIL 


FENDERS FOR HOUSING 


invited submit 
ERECTION 
DWELLINGHOUSES 
Barn Estate, Greenfield 

Generai conditions of Contract, Specification, 
Bills of Quantities and Form of Tender may be 
obtained on application from Messrs He yward and 
Benson, Chartered Architects, 88, Mos 
Manchester on payment of a deposit « 
of £2 2s with the application. Cheques should be 
made payable to Saddleworth Urban District 
Council 

Drawings may be inspected at the Office of the 
Architects and completed forms of tender should 
be forwarded in an envelope endorsed “* Tender 
for Carr Barn Site’ to the undersig ony not later 
than the first post on the 6th July, 195 

‘he Council do not bind iccives 

the lowest or any tender 


I UILDING Contractors are 

TENDERS for the 
PERMANENT 
FLATS at Carr 


to accept 


Tr. NUTTALL 
Clerk to the Council 
Council Offices 
St. Chads 
Uppermill 
Nr. Oldham 


METROPOLITAN BOROUGH OF 
ISLINGTON 


ERECTION of 
DWELLINGS comprising 
ONE TEN STOREY BLOCK, ONE OF FIVE, 
and ONE OF FOUR STOREYS, containing in all 
70 DWELLINGS on the MILDMAY CENTRE 
SITE, NEWINGTON GREEN ROAD, N.1 
The ten-storey block will be of reinforced con 
crete framework 
Applications for Bills of Quantities and 
Forms must be accompanied by a deposit of 
Guineas (cheques made payable to the 
Borough Council together with references of 
ability to undertake reinforced concrete work in 
tall buildings, addressed to the Town Clerk, Isling 
ton Town Hall, Upper Street, London, N.1, by 
25th JUNE, 1953 
Dep sits are returnable on receipt of a 
fide tender, or the return of all documents not 
later than 7th AUGUST, 1953, or in the event of 
the references referred to above being inadequate 
Tenders are to be delivered to the Town Clerk 
by 10 o'clock, 12th AUGUST, 1953 
The Council do not bind themselves to 
the lowest or any tender 
H. DIXON CLARK 
Town Clerk 
[7165 


"TENDERS are invited for the 
BLOCKS OI 


Tender 
Three 
Islington 


bona 


accept 


iF 
} 
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THE ARCHITECT and Building Nex 
MISCELLANEOUS SECTION 


RATE : 1|/6d. per line, minimum 3/-, average 
line 6 words. Each paragraph charged 
separately. 


BOX NOS. add 2 words plus | 
tion and forwarding replies. 
PRESS DAY Monday. Remittances payable 
to lliffe & Sons Ltd., Dorset House, Stamford 
Street, London, S.E.1. 

No for errors. 


- for registra- 


ARCHITECTURAL APPOINT- 
MENTS VACANT 


The engagement of persons answering these ad 
vertisements os be made through the local office 
of the Minist f Labour and National Service, etc 
u the applicant is a@ man aged 18-64 or @ woman 

ied 18-59 inclusive, unless he or she or the em- 

is excepted from the provisions of The 


Notification of Vacancies Order 1952 


R.1.B.A. Final 


D, 


qualified As 


age r Bournemouth office; must carr 
out contracts from sketches to final accounts 
Reply, stating salary required and when free, Box 
7723. 146 
RCHITECTURAL draughtsman for precast 
concrete design required by large firm of 
manufacturers in Wolverhampton = area apply 
Stating age, experience and salary required to 
Box 7844 {7158 
SSISTANT, intermediate R.I.B.A., with some 
4 practical experience required in London office 
to fill vacancy offering good future prospects, salar 
by arrangement, five-day week Please write to 
Box 7803 (7183 


RCHITECT 


4 Belfast practice 


Vacancy occurs in a _ leading 


varied work of public building 


class, for qualified architect capable of taking re 
sponsible charge contracts, drawings, specifications 
and office busine remuneration by arrangement 
reply in writing in full, and state age, in confidenc« 
to—John MacGeagh, A.R.I.B.A., Chartered Archi 
tect, Scottish Provident Building, Donegall Square 
West, Belfast [7163 
"THE following vacancies occur in the Architect's 

Department of a leading Oil Company (a 
One Senior Assistant £550-£70¢ should be 
qualified or studying for final examination; sound 


practical experience of contemporary design and 
construction is essential, including levels, speci 
fication and site supervision; (b) Two Assistants 
£350-£500, of Intermediate Standard with sound 
practical knowledge; all these appointments are 
permanent, progressive and pensionable Re p ly 
givine full nert lors to R60) 


» June 1 


8, 1953 


ARCHITECTURAL APPOINT- 
MENTS VACANT—contd. 


AR HITECT Vacancy occurs in a leading 
4 Belfast practice, varied interesting work, for 
my t ntermediate to Final Stan 
4 ung tating training experi 
present salary to John MacGeagh 
artered Architect, Scottish Provi 
nt Donegall Square West, Belfast 
(7 
SITUATIONS WANTED 
\ SSI ANT Architect Dip. Arch. (Leeds), 
é AR seeks position 


in West Riding 
{7 


SERVICES OFFERED 


THA rCHING and reedlaying contracts under- 

taken by experts.—J. G. Cowell, Soham, Ely, 
Cambs [0122 
N UNICIPAL Hire Service. To remind you of 
4 the service we give to the public through their 


local authorities Cesspool Emptiers, Gully 
Emptiers, Dust Freighters and Road Sweepers. 
With or without Drivers, at your service.—E. ° 


Lee, Ltd., New Rd., Woodston, ee 
0 


FOR SALE 


Al L. Mouldings, Plain and Embossed, and Em- 
bossed rnaments. Numerous designs. 
Dareve s Moulding Mills, Ltd., 60, Pownall Rd., 
Dalston, E.8 [0086 
( YOOD quality, cleaned, second-hand timber, in 
J all sizes Apply Lewisham Demolition, 97, 
Footscray Rd., S.E.9. ‘Tel. Eltham 3891. {7139 
g*= EL gutters and ironwork; keen prices and 
liver I Stephens & Son, Ltd Bath 

Street, E.C.1 [7161 


31 


PLANT FOR SALE—contd. 
SELWooD for plant 


ECONDITIONED concrete Mixers always 
available, 14/10, 5S and 5/34 by Rex, 
Winget, Benford, etc., petrol or diesel engines; 

also new Benfords, 4/3. 10/7 cu ft 
SEI woop, Litd., Chandler's 


WILLIAM R 
Ford, Hants Tel. 227 {7122 


CONTRACTS WANTED 
SPECIAL 


I UILDER desires to enter into small Contracts 
with limited number of Architects (London 
area), first call on all services, consultations, specifi 
cations and estimajes free of all obhgation. W 
French, 32, Maitland Park Road, N.W.3. Gul 
1347 {71581 
CONVERSIONS, alterations, extensions, and all 
4 small building contracts efficiently carried out 


TO ARCHITECTS 


at keen prices by enthusiastic South London 
builder._-_Parsons, 18, Maplestead Rd., S.W.2. 
Tul. 3052 for immediate attention _{710 
NISSEN HUTS, “ETC. 

I ECONDITIONED ex-Army huts and manu- 

factured buildings, timber, asbestos, Nissen 
type, hall type, etc., all sizes and prices.—Write, 
call or telephone Universal Supplies (Belvedere), 
Ltd., Dept. 32, Crabtree Manorway, Belvedere, 
Kent. Tel__ Erith 2948 {0120 


WANTED 


I RICKWORK and Pointing wanted. Own plant 
if required._Shaw & Tennant 21, Leander 
S.W.2 7409 {7141 


rul 


ACCOMMODATION” 


GLou ESTER 
Large, bright 
office or r studio, 


PLACE (Portman Square 
frontroom, first floor, to let as 
per 7665. [7131 


DEMOLITION 


PLANT FOR SALE 


4 LWOOD for plant; 


several reconditioned Ace 


ulders’ hoists, 7cwt and 1l0cwt capacity, Lister 
petrol engines, with or without tower and plat- 
form Chandler's Ford, 


Willi am R. Selwood, Ltd., 
Hants el 


“DOHM | VERMIC 


BATION AL ECONOMY BY 


G SCREEDS - FLO 
LOOSE FILLS 
AND CEILING PL 

WEIGHT INSULATION 


aM LTD. 167 VICTORI 
VIC 1414/5/6 


DEMOLITION AND CLEARANCE. 


“WATCH IT COME DOWN” 
By SYD BISHOP & SONS, 
282, BARING S.E.12. TEL. LEE 
sREEN 
OLD MANSIONS BOUGHT FOR SALVAGE. 
fo124 


WITH A MISSION IN 


POST-WAR REBUILDING 


PORTLAND STONE 
MONKS PARK STONE 


Head Office : 
BATH 
Tel.: 3248-9 


PORTLAND 
Tel. : 3113 


THE BATH & PORTLAND STONE FIRMS LID. 


LONDON OFFICE : 
Grosvenor Gardens House, S.W.| 
ViCtoria 9182-3 


Tel. : 


EVANS LIFTS 


66 VICTORIA STREET, S.W.1 
INTER, FINAL AND | 


R | B A SPECIAL FINAL} 


Postal Courses in all or any subjects including 
Design and Professional Practice. Consultations 


arranged. 
THE 
Principal: A.B. Waters, G.M., FRABA 


1036, OLD BROMPTON *ROAD, LONDON, 8.W.7 
Phone: KEN 4477/89 and at Worcester 


| 
123 
sib ING FUEL CONSUME? 1 ; 
ABBEY LANE LEICBSTER 
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FOR 
| Mastic Asphalt PERFECT 
| FLOORING 


LAKE ASPHALT is a 

| MASTIC ASPHALT valuable component of 

| FLOORING | good mastic on account 

NATURAL CONTAIN of its remarkable con- 

| “PERCENT attUMEN sistency and is provided 

4 for in 

parish STANDARD British Standard 1076 : 1942 


COLOURED ” ” 1451 : 1948 


MAS! ic ASPHALT 
FLOORING 


AGGREOATED 


Specify 


TRINIDAD 


(iM! 


LAKE 
ASPHALT 


PY 


Further particulars on request from 


~=PPREVITE & CO. LTD. 


CAPEL HOUSE, 54 NEW BROAD ST., LONDON, E.C.2 


This modern decorat- 
ive finish—an “open” 
textured facing—pro- 
vides a pleasing and 
durable finish for 
concrete, masonry and 
all surfaces having the 


necessary suction. 


It can be applied 
quickly and efficiently 
by the TYROL hand- 
operated machine 
which effects a saving 
of 20°, on material 
costs against other 
methods. 


LIGHT WEIGHT 
RAPID COVERAGE 
SIMPLE TO USE 
EASY TO CLEAN 
£9 18 0 (Delivered free) 


TYROL SALES LTD. 


ST. BENET CHAMBERS, la FENCHURCH ST., LONDON, E.C.3 
Telephone: MANsion House 2735 


A.B.C.D., (Raynes Park), Ltd, x 


British Ebonite Co., Ltd., The 23 Electra’ (Birmingham, 1935), 
British Plaster Board, Ltd., Ltd. 


Printed in Great Britain for the publishers, [Livre amp Sons Lrp., 


INDEX TO ADVERTISERS 


Official Notices, Tenders, Auction, Legal and Miscellaneous Appointments on pages 30 & 3! 


Carlisle Plaster & Cement Co., 


| 
Aerialite, Ltd. 27 Ltd. 20 
Anderson, D., & Sons, Ltd. 24 Cellon, Ltd. 23 
Armstrong Cork Co. 2 Cc 7 Ellard Engineering Co. 
d 26 
Bath & Portland Stone Firms, Clifford, Charles, Ltd. 25 
Ltd. 1 Coverite (Asphalters), Ltd. 23 
Bayliss, Jones & Bayliss, Ltd 10 | Cox Bros., & Co. (Derby), Ltd. 8A 
Blackwell, Wyckham | «Crittall Manufacturing Co., 
Blockeraft Co., Ltd. 26 «| Lid., The : 17 
Blundell, Spence & Co., Ltd. 3 | 
Brady, G., & Co., Ltd |} Dohm, Ltd. 31 
Inside Front Cover | Ductube Co., Ltd, 11 
British Aluminium Co., Ltd., | Dunlop & Ranken, Ltd. 23 
2 


The 12, 13 Ellis School, The 31 
British Reinforced Concrete Engert & Rolfe, Ltd. 23, 24 
. Engineering Co., Ltd., The Esavian, Ltd. 18 

Outside Back Cover Evans Lifts, Ltd. 31 
Cable Makers Association Finlock Gutters, Ltd. 14 
Inside Back Cover Floor Renovations, Ltd. 23 


General Electric Co., Ltd., The 6 Phenix Timber (¢ Ltd The 16 
Gibson, A. L., & Co., Ltd 23 3 
Gray, J. W., & Co., Ltd 24 j y 
Hangers Paints, Ltd 25 32 
Harvey, G. A., & Co., Ltd 29 19 
Hill, H. C., Ltd 28 18 
Hope, Henry, & Sons, Ltd 15 Ltd 4 
Hotchkiss, Limited 24 Ltd « 
Imperial Chemical Industries 28 
Ltd 7 Engin 
Industrial Engineering, Ltd 22 6 
King, J. A., & Co., Ltd 14 8B 
Kinnear Shutters 22 Tot 
Leeds Fireclay Co., Ltd., The 8 > Ltd 28 
Lindsays Paddington Ironworks 32 
Ltd 32 The 23 
Magnet Joinery, Ltd 29 Ltd 3 
Mewis, G. E., Ltd 14 
Mullen & Lumsden, Ltd 24 Ltd “y 
Northare Organisation, The 28 R 24 


Stamford Street, 


Dorset House, Stamford Street, London, SE.1, by Comnwatt Press Lro.. Paris Garden 
Londor, 8.E.1. 


— 

CONSTRUCTIONAL 

LINDSAY: ON IRONWORKS!::LD; 

41 NORTH WHARF RD. PADDINGTON, LONDON, W.2 

in ESA Telephone: PAD 8486 Telegrams: LINDSAY'S PADDINGTON 8486 

Tyrolean finish...| % 
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33 kV CABLES-—ALL TYPES 
(Solid, Oil-filled and Gas pressure) 


66 kV CABLES—ALL TYPES 


(Solid, Oil-filled and Gas pressure) 


ALUMINIUM SHEATHED CABLES 


British Insulated Callender’s Cables Ltd. 
Connollys (Blackley) Ltd. 

The Craigpark Electric Cable Co. Ltd. 
Crompton Parkinson Ltd. 

Enfield Cables Ltd. 

The Edison Swan Electric Co. Ltd. 
Greengate & Irwell Rubber Co. Ltd. 

W. T. Glover & Company, Ltd. 

W. T. Henley’s Telegraph Works Co. Ltd. 


Johnson & Phillips Ltd. 


MEMBERS OF THE C.M.A. & AFFILIATED MANUFACTURERS’ ASSOCIATION 


Liverpool Electric Cable Co. Ltd. 
Metropolitan Electric Cable 

& Construction Company Ltd. 
Pirelli-General Cable Works Ltd. 

(The General Electric Co. Ltd.) 

Siemens Brothers & Co. Ltd. 

(Siemens Electric Lamps & Supplies Ltd.) 
St. Helens Cable & Rubber Co. Ltd 


Standard Telephones & Cables Ltd. 


The Telegraph Construction and 


Maintenance Co. Ltd. 


Caste Makers AssociaATION 


52/54 HIGH HOLBORN, LONDON, W.C.1I. 


TELEPHONE: HOLBORN 7633 
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are the specialists in design 
of all types of 
SHELL CONCRETE CONSTRUCTION 


with uninterrupted floor space 


THE BRITISH REINFORCED CONCRETE ENGINEERING CO. LTD., STAFFORD 


London, Birmingham, Bristol, Leeds, Leicester, Manchester, Newcastle, Cardiff, Glasgow, Dublin, Belfast 
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